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The West word is the civilization growing up in Western Europe after the 
end of Empire of Roman. The history of this civilization is from the Ancient Greece 
and Rome which is rooted from Mesopotamia and Ancient Egypt. This civilization 
is formed and established in the Medieval Europe with Christian faith as their 
religion, feudalism as their social condition, and the structure of power spreading 
with the economic dynamism growing. Civilization of Western took flight in the 
Modern Era and spread starting from Europe to the North, South America and 
Australia then going to much of the rest of the world (Coffin, Stacey, Cole, Symes, 
2011: xxi). 
A civilization grows up with the cultural building within it. Similarly with 
Western civilization, in Zarkasy’s article (2013: 179- 180) he says that medieval 
Europe or middle ages is considered as the beginning of Western Culture which 
grow up as the Westerners just as people can see Western today as the advance 
civilization. Zarkasy (2013: 182) adds that the era after middle-ages is also recorded 
as the era where Wester culture made contact within Islam when Muslim conquered 
Spain. Western people or Westerners have flocked to Spain to learn and transfer the 
Islamic scientists and culture until they can adopt it and developed. Briefly, the fact 
of history shows that Muslim and Islamic scientist and culture has contributed 





This is appropriate to what Nasution (1995: 39- 40) says that in the thirteenth 
century ago, the progression of Islam civilization got attention on Westerner sight, 
so they came towards Islam to learn science for being developed by them. In the 
nineteenth century when the Islam civilization got decline, the Westerners came 
again in the East for the second time bringing the science and technology which 
they had learnt from Islam civilization before after developing it for six centuries. 
The track of history in this worldhas been recorded that the Islam and Muslim in 
the East are always the hot issues connected to Westerner and its civilization. It is 
not the secret anymore that since years either the Westerner writers who crossed 
over to the east and learned about East culture, particularly about Islam civilization 
wrote it without apart from the fact that they explained and described it with politics 
tendency within it or Westerner (Said, 2016:1) who had colonized toward the East 
and did expansion perceiving the Eastern as the object/ commodity of their 
invention. These westerners who write do a research of anything about East are 
called orientalist and their object of study is named orientalism (Said, 2016:2-3) 
and this is one of way how the Westerner gives image toward the East world. 
In the modern Era, the tradition making East world as the object calling it 
as the third world is not apart from politics in order to show that they are more 
superior, excellent, knowledgeable, than orient (the name of East, including Islam) 
and the war of ideology, in which Western dominated by Christian has invisible 
intention toward east with the Islam religion. This dogma is made more worst when 
occident (the name of West) have chance to colonize through East and Islam 





stereotype and despotism to judge the east, specially Islam and Muslim more 
blowing up as the propaganda and bring negative effect toward the face of Islam 
generally and Muslim specially in the eye of world. 
In the holy Qur’an, Allah ta’alaspokes and warns Muslim:  
“o you who believe! Take not as (your) Bitanah (advisor, consultants, 
protectors, helpers, friends, etc) those outside your religion (pagan, Jews, 
Christian, and hypocrites) since they will not fail to do their best to corrupt 
you. They desire to harm you severely. Hatred has already appeared from 
their mouths, but what their breast conceal is far worse. Indeed we have 
made plain to you the Ayat (proofs, evidences, verses) if you understand.” 
(QS. Ali Imran[3]: 118).  
 
This verse of holy Qur’an implies to not easily believe people who are different 
religion with Muslim. That they like what makes Muslim in trouble, seen bad, and 
inconvenient is related to this study about orientalism. It proves that what orientalist 
has been written, has been described about Muslim and East culture somehow far 
from the reality. Thus to be honest, this orientalism can be said as the real hate from 
them as like what has been warned in the Qur’an. 
The propaganda become more serious in the twentieth century up to 
nowadays, after the track of World Trade Centre in 9/11 ago in America and is 
ended up with the more negative opinion about East, Islam and Muslim. One of 
movies portrayed the situation after attacking of World Trade centre in 9/11 is 
movie of My Name is Khan. This is a kind of movie as popular culture that shows 





happened in reality. This movie is about the Muslim life who lives in America after 
the attack of World Trade Centre in 9/11. This movie pictures a journey of one of 
Muslims living in New York, United State called Rizwan Khan which his life 
changes in bad situation because of WTC attack in 9/11. In the movie it is showed 
how Islam is perceived and Muslim is stereotyped as the terrorist by the Westerners 
especially people in America as shown on the movie.  
Through this orientalism study of Edward Said, the writer is interested in 
analysing this Westerner view toward Islamportrayed in the movie of “my name is 
khan”, all at once to identify their attitude in treating the Muslim to see that this 
orientalism itself is really exist around us that this situation should become serious 
notice to all people, either individual, group, community, nation, and country 
because this is about ideology and constructing culture and civilization where we 
should appreciate, and respect each other to make the world in peace.  
B. Problem Statement  
This research will analysed Westerner view toward Islam portrayed in the 
movie of “my name is Khan”, then the problem statement which has been 
formulated into research question is as follow: 
What are the Westerner views toward Islam that are shown in the movie of 
“My Name is Khan”? 
C. Objective of the Research 
Seeing the research question mentioned previously, the writer wants to 






D. Significance of the Research 
This research finding and result is hoped to have beneficial as a medium 
in adding variety of reference of studying literature in academic area especially 
about the orientalism study. This research can be used by the other writers to further 
scientific research work in order to enrich or increase knowledge and understanding 
in analysing the data about orientalism study. 
This research also is expected to give contribution in seeing the condition 
and situation of relationship between two cultures in the world that are westerner 
and eastern which is colouring the civilization globally. This is possible because the 
history has been recorded how the relationship between the two cultures, and also 
particularly how the fact of Islam is reflected in the eyes of global society up till 
now. This research can be the indicator to be wiser in perceiving the other cultures 
that is different with our cultures. 
E. Scope of the Research 
Related to the research tittle, the writer will get to focus on analysing the 
westerner view towards Islam how they treat Muslim which is reflected in the 
movie of “My Name Is Khan”. The writer will use post – colonialism theory 









A. Previous Research 
A After searching some researches, the writer found a few researches related 
to this research that is about Westerners’ view toward Islam and Muslim and tries to 
compare the similarity and difference among them.  
Mannan and Shamir (2017) in their research entitled The Western 
Mainstream Media Role: How Islam is Being Branded as Promoter of Violence 
focused on the rise of Islamophobia in the contemporary world and the role of media 
in spreading it. This research’s contain is about the cases review of the Media bias 
and expertise view thinkers in this field which is based on the contemporary incident 
happened around the world. The implication of the research is Muslim in general 
have to take initiative to promote a serene Islam image better for the entire society 
and humankind. 
Kumalawati (2013) in her thesis entitled Discrimination of Muslim in My 
Name Is Khan movie (2010) Directed by Karan Johar: A sociological Approach 
concerned on showing the discrimination of Muslim in America after 9/11 attack 
portrayed in My Name Is Khan movie. This is a qualitative research where the data 
was taken from the script of My Name Is khan movie released in 2010. From this 
research it was found that there was a close relationship between the story of the 
movie and condition of the reality in which Muslim got discrimination in America 
after 9/11 incident. 
Wike and Grim (2010) in their research entitled the View of Western toward 





integration and assimilation of Muslim into Western societies seen from media, 
policymaker and scholar, and also how the attitude of Western toward Muslim. The 
data was gotten from exploring 2006 Pew Global Attitudes data among non- Muslim 
in Britain, France, Germany, Spain and America using structurl equation model to 
determine Western view toward Muslim. From the data, researchers found that 
threatened perception are the primary factor influencing the western view.  
These three previous studies above have similarity with writer’s study that 
focus and concern about Western view toward Muslim and Islam. This is how the 
Western view perceiving Islam and Muslim. Especially for Kumalawati’s research 
and the writer’s study is similar in analysing My Name is Khan Movie as the data 
primer for their study.  
Although there are some similarity but there are some difference also 
between them too in which how the data are gotten and the approach that the 
researchers used in doing the research. Mannan and Shamir got the data from 
reviewing the media publishing, Kumalawati used sociological approach, and Wike 
and grim got the data from 2006 Pew Global Attitudes among non- Muslim 
perceiving the Muslim, whereas the writer will take from movie released in 2010 
created by Karan Johar entitled My Name is Khan movie and writer will use 
orientalism approach in analysing the data.  
B. Related Theory 
A. Post- Colonialism 
Discourse about post – colonial is the idea and outcome from works of 
several writers. They are Frantz Fanon, Edward Said, Homi K Baba, Gayatri Spivak, 





discuss about colonization effects on cultures and societies. Originally this term is 
used by historians after Second World War event as well as ‘post – colonial state’ 
which this term of post- colonial has a clearly chronological meaning, tagging and 
referring to the period of post- independence. Anyhow this post- colonialism term 
has been used by literary critics to deal with the various colonization cultural effects 
connecting to the effects of colonization on cultures and societies.  
Makaryk as stated in Emzir and Rohman (2015: 86) post – colonialism is 
defined as a set of theoretical and critical strategies which is used to examine the 
cultural former such literature, politics, history and so forth of the European empires, 
and their link upon the rest of the world. Emzir and Rohman (2015: 85) add that one 
matter becoming the concern of post- colonial study is to assert the fighting appeared 
when one culture is dominated by another culture.  
Lomba (2003:2) says that term of post- colonial is derived from ‘colonial’ 
word. The colonial term in Greek means ‘the agriculture land’ or ‘settlement’. This 
term refers to Greeks who live in other countries but they are still citizen of Greek. 
Further, Lomba (2003:2) explains that relation between new comer and aboriginal 
which in the further development causes some complex and traumatic problem 
relations in the history of human being.  
Another explanation comes from Edward Said as the one of writers who 
concern much attention toward the relation between country and its colonizer. Baso 
(2005:59) states that Edward said explain about the post- colonial which is construct 
of colonial (Westerner) toward Eastern culture and identity of East people connected 
to any business, ideology, and West ethnocentrism. So that, the focus of post- 





the hegemony, colonialism, narsism, harsness of West epistemology that has been 
developing from beginning of modern era.  
Ratna (2009: 206) states that post- colonialism is theory used to analyse any 
cultural phenomena as such as history, politics, economic, literature and so forth, 
which happen particularly in the countries of- colony of modern European. 
Commonly the cultural phenomena consist in a variety of text study about Eastern 
world, written by orientalist, called as oriental texts. Nevertheless as the impacts of 
domination of Westerner intellectualism, there are many works that reflect 
imbalance relation between Westerner and Eastern, written by educated indigenes 
that have been constructed by Westerner’s cogitation. 
Ratna (2008: 81- 82) adds that there are five fundamental meaning of post- 
colonialism, namely 1) giving attention to analyse colonial era; 2) fully linked to the 
nationalism; 3) fighting for a small narrative, gather strength from underneath, all at 
once learn from the past in order to come through the future; 4) raising awareness 
that colonization is not merely about the physical, but rather psychological; 5) it is 
not merely theory but the awareness that many big works must be done such as 
against imperialism, orientalism, racialism, and various types of other hegemonies.  
Seeing the explanation above, it is afterwards concluded that post- 
colonialism theory is the theory in which study about the condition from the situation 
after it. Post- colonialism is the implication from the colonialism itself. One of the 
implication is the appearing of orientalism concept in which divide the wold 
becoming two big separated- world between West world and East world. The model 
of analysis describes about issues related to concept of dominance, the matters of 





literature and variety of other documents that happened in the former of colonies’ 
countries.  
B. Orientalism  
a. Definition of Orientalism 
Etymologically, the word orientalism is derived from two words “orient” and 
“-isme”. The word “orient” means East and the word “-isme” is one of suffix that 
means view, concept or idea. So orientalism is the term from word orient which 
means East, geographically means the Eastern world (Turmudi, 2013: 25), and 
ethnologically means nations in the East (Sou’yb, 1990:1). Whereas oriental is the 
adjective word which means everything about east that scope is very wide, while 
orientalist refers to westerner scholars who study about Eastern including language, 
literature, culture and civilization and Eastern religion (Zaqzuq, 2004: 24).  
Terminologically orientalism is defined as the way or method used to 
understand eastern world, based on its particular place in westerner experiences 
(Turmudi, 2013: 26). Briefly, it can be said that orientalism is the westerner’s force 
to dominate, reorder, and establish the power toward the Eastern world (Said, 
2016:4). 
b. History of Orientalism 
It is not the secret anymore that since years either the westerner writes who 
crossed over to the East and learned about east culture, particularly about Islam 
civilization wrote it without apart from the fact that they explained and described it 
with politics tendency within it or westerner (said, 2016:1) who had colonized 
toward the East and did expansion perceiving the eastern as the object or commodity 





are called Orientalist and their object of study is named orientalism (Said, 2016:2-3) 
and this is one of way how the westerner give image toward the east world. 
The history of orientalism in the early age is about the fight between the 
Christianity Western World of medieval era with the Muslim Eastern world either 
in religious or ideology. For westerner, Islam is the problematical future universally 
in Europe (Buchori, 2006:1). In the development, orientalism becomes one of 
subjective knowledge branches because of intervention of colonization and 
emotional tendency. The implication then, orientalism is no more than power 
instrument of colonization or just the emotional expression. The perception. The 
orientalist supported by colonizer has been successful to falsify and garble the 
perception of Islam. By doing study toward the east world, the orientalist’s study 
tends to lighten up with subjectivity that is not apart from religion and racial fanatical 
so the emotional and background determine very much toward the study which has 
been doing either in research, literature or history. Furthermore, the explanation and 
description of them are full of mistaken and even falsehood done intentionally where 
the reader must be careful (Hanafi, 1981:18). 
The discourse of orientalism manifest itself as the system of influential idea 
implied in various contexts of social, politics, and constitutional  from hegemony of 
colonization with all imaginations about eastern that is mystical, strange, impolite, 
barbarian. The westerner keeps constructing discourse that place east as inferior 
while west as superior (Richard, 1990: v). said (2016: 17- 18) adds and empowers 
this concept that orientalism is the study which tries to spread out the awareness of 
geo- politics into aesthetics texts, scientific, economic, social- cultural, historical 





Further, this concept is to reveal the particular intention in order to 
understand and in some matter also to empower or manipulating the world which is 
truly new and different (the east world). This is related to vice- versa unbalance 
exchange between various power till in certain degree formed by political power; 
imperialism and colonialism, intellectual power; orthodoxies, racial law, language 
and norms, moral power; the idea what we (Westerner) do, what they (Eastern 
people) cannot do or understand like what we do and understand. 
c. Characteristic of Edward Said’s Orientalism 
According to said (2016, 5- 9) orientalism has as a source from the existence 
of British and French who have particular closeness with Eastern world, which 
before 19th century only includes India and  evangelical lands. Since in the early 19th 
century until the end of Second World War, French and England dominate Eastern 
world, whereas in the end of Second World War this domination is taken over by 
America, which do the approach toward the Eastern world as what those two 
previous countries did. This configuration of power domination toward eastern 
world arises the meaning about East, that is east is creation “East which labelled 
east” (Timur yang ditimurkan). The relation between West and East is the power, 
domination, and complex hegemony relation. On the other word, orientalism is 
specially understood as the sign or signal of dominance of Atlantic- Europe toward 
eastern world. 
Said (2016: 39) continues his statement that in this electronic era, the world 
is very close with westerner, so the eastern world automatically is nearer toward 
them, even eastern is no longer as mystical thing but becomes struggling place by 





electronic era is appearance of stereotypes toward eastern world in mass media and 
culture. Television, film, and other media have forced information to take pattern 
and from more standard about the east. Along it about the east, standardization and 
cultural stereotype has empowered grip of academic demonology and imagination 
of 19th century about “mysterious east”. This tendency primarily obtain when they 
perceive the Middle East. Based on the certain reasons, Said delimitates a set of 
orientalism matters on the experience of America- French- England toward the 
Arabic world and Islam, which for almost one thousand year becomes the reflection 
of Eastern world in general (2016: 24).  
Ma’ruf (2018) explains that orientalist’s stereotype almost tends to be 
negative with representative degrading and look alike to Said’s say “defect”. Here 
are some examples of stereotypes for Eastern and Muslim as follow: 
1) Someone as a Sheik, is someone with long robe, bearded, bespectacled, his 
pocket is filled with petrodollars, and either he drives a SUV or camel. 
2) Terrorist, who is pleasure sacrifice his self to kill men, women, children due 
to be prized with 79 girls of heaven. 
3) Muslim women, who are portrayed as belly dancer and are covered by burqa. 
4) Arabian on street, who is angry people were out of street shouting “the dead 
of America” brandishing their hands while beating themselves with chains. 
Said (2016: 39- 40) describes that there are three things in shaping the politics 
perception about Arabic nations and Islam nowadays as follow: 
1) The history of prejudice anti- Arabic and anti- Islam is popular in West, 





2) The struggling between Arab and Zionist Israel, and the influence toward the 
American Jewish, all at once toward the liberal culture and westerner in 
general.  
3) The Arab and Islam almost do not have cultural position strategically in 
western world, so these two entities always get identification if it is not 
“positive” then “negative”. Further, because the Middle East right now is 
identical with politics in countries of superior, economical oil, and narrow- 
minded dichotomy between democratic Israel who is perceived loving peace 
and Arab who is totalitarian, barbaric, and terrorist. So the opportunity to 
find information truly clear, fair and proportional about Middle East is 
smaller and more insignificant.  
In his book Orientalism, Said (2016: 24) explains that:  
My analysis toward the oriental texts will more emphasize the effort 
to show the textual evidence as the representation. Because the 
evidence I will show is in the text and document form. So, the aspect 
of the analysis includes; style, expression word, setting, narration, 
and social- historical condition. My study about orientalism actually 
is the effort to inventing cultural tracks which its dominance has been 
very strong factor in the life of all eastern people.  
There are two frames of reference in orientalism study in order to support in 
analysing this research namely:  
1) The Eastern world, that is narrative study of post colonialism about how the 
westerner perceived eastern people reflected in cultural representation 
inaccurately. It keeps showing assumptions how the east is always different 





2) Geographic imaginative, that is how the westerner is always see the east as 
the object which can be suited by their way of thinking subjectively through 
imaginative creation considering as the fact and reality (Said, 2016: 145). 
While there are two types of orientalism as the characteristics of Said’s orientalism 
study which these concept create relation between imaginative assumption of 
orientalism and its material effect, these characteristics namely: 
A. Latent orientalism, refers to the will to rule from Western to dominate, take 
control, and have possession of Eastern. It is described as a dream and 
fantasy of Western toward Eastern which is relatively constant all the time, 
moreover due to political and power interest. This is the foundation of 
thinking how the orientalist perceives Eastern always different from western. 
This way of thinking about Eastern is formed as the immutable and 
irreplaceable tradition because it has been glued since the Eastern exist.  
B. Manifest orientalism, refers to any product of knowledge from orientalists 
which is produced, created and written in different period of history. 
Manifest is seen from the detail surface or visible aspect in discourse such 
disciplines (sociology, history, literature and so forth), cultural products, 
scholars, and tradition that orientalist wrote about Eastern. The brief is that 
manifest orientalism is the image of Eastern made by orientalists (said, 2016: 
309- 320). 
In this view, the manifestation will change overtime for historical and 
individual reasons but latent or the foundation will remain intact. Varisco cited in 
Magnier (2017: 4) explains that latent orientalismin Said’s opinion encompasses 





orientalism is closely linked to the orientalist’s discourse in society because it 
defines the popular vision of Western toward Eastern (Magnier, 2017: 4). 
From this latent orientalism the Eastern get the different behaviour if they 
are in outside of their East territory or it can be said they are in Europe. Eastern 
people often seen as uncivilized and fool people. It is based on western concept of 
life implanted by their predecessors. Besides that, all crimes happened in West 
territory is always identified as crimes which done by Eastern people (Ma’ruf, 2018).  
C. Movie 
a. Definition of Movie 
According to effendi as stated in Daniswara (2017:6) that movie is visual and 
audio- visual medium to convey a message to a group of people who aregathered 
somewhere. While in KBBI published by Balai Pustaka (1990: 242) states that 
movie is a thin membrane made from celluloid to place a negative image (which will 
be portrayed) and positive image (to be played in the cinema) or it is called as the 






b. Structural Element of Movie 
As stated in Kumalawati (2013:4) that structural element of movie is 
separated out into two kinds that are narrative and technical elements as follow: 
1) Narrative elements. As they often has been in narrative works, in the film 
also there are several elements such as; 
a) Character and Characterization  
Character is defined as the term which is generally used to aggregate 
of mental, emotional, and social qualities that distinguish a person (Lukens, 
2003:76). Based on the role in narrative works, character is classified into 
two types that is major and minor character. Major character is defines as 
the primary and very well-earned to construct the story. While minor 
character is the proponent character acted as the supporter and complement 
of the major character in order to make the story more convincing 
(Koesnosoebroto, 1988: 67).  
According to Ismawati (2013: 70) characterization is the 
presentation of character disposition and creates the image of character by 
author. In Kumalawati (2013: 4) it is defined as the feature of characters 
including physical appearance, personality, behaviour and attitudes which 
is able to bring the message from author related to the story. 
b) Setting  
According to Ismawati (2013: 72) setting shows place, time, 
situation, even mental condition of when the story happens. While Kennedy 
(1983: 380 only mentions two types of setting that is place and time. Place 





and topography, and time refers to the time when action of the character 
take place even day to day of the characters existence. In Lukens (2003: 
148) mentions that setting may influence the character, conflict and theme.  
c) Point of view 
As stated in Kumalawati (2013:4) based on Douglas and Harden 
point of view has some meanings. One of the meanings is based on the film 
and video production perspective that is related to taking camera in each 
shot as if the characters see the viewers. While in Lukens (2003: 168) point 
of view determines how the viewer see the story.  
d) Plot  
In Ismawati (2013: 72) plot is defined as the sequence of the story. 
It is the structure of each events that happen in the story to reach every 
effect both emotional and aesthetic. Addition from Lukens (2003: 97) it is 
the sequence of events showing characters in conflict.  
e) Theme  
According to Stanton and Kenny cited in Nurgiyantoro stated by 
Ismawati (2013: 71) theme is defined as the meaning conceived in a story. 
It is a basic or central idea that support a story. 
2) Technical Elements. In Bordwell and Thompson, (1990: 126) a movie at 
least includes scene of mise- en, cinematography, sound, and editing. 
a) Mise- en- scene 
This term refers to the staging of an action. Action staging can 





figurative expression and movement of each characters showing in the story 
(Bordwell and Thompson, 1990:127). 
b) Sound  
Sound in this matter could be the voice of the character, background 
sound such songs, or sound used to complete the depiction of scene more 
perfect for example particular sound used for exploring the sad scene of the 
characters in the movie. This is what Bordwell and Thompson (1990: 87) 
says that sound can give contribution to get scene of the story in the movie 
more realistic.  
c) Cinematography  
Based on Bordwell and Tompson (1990: 408) cinematography is 
defined as the way to manipulate the strip of the movie through camera in 
shooting phase then through film laboratory in developing phase. This is a 
technique in capturing image all at once merging it to be picture series 
which is capability to convey idea of the story. 
d) Editing  
It is a process in which set and arrange the video shot to be new, 
good looking video and create meaningful relation between one shot to 
another. The process of editing is linked to the process of post- production. 
This can be included as sound mixng, colour correction or titling process 






D. Synopsis of “My Name is Khan” movie 
This is a movie which is directed by Karan Johar and prodiced by 
Dharma production co- operated with Red Chillies Entertainment. This 
movie was published on February 12th, 2010 starred by Shahrukh Khan and 
Kajol.  
My Name is Khan is Bollywood movie telling about Rizwan Khan 
Character, an Indian Muslim who since birth suffers Asperger syndrome, an 
autism symptom that makes its sufferer has difficulty to communicate in 
social life instead the sufferer has relatively high IQ and consider as intellect 
one despite its sufferer has got limited emotions sometime. Rizwan khan 
grows up in the middle class family and live in a slum district named 
Borivali- Mumbai along with his younger brother- Zakir Khan and his 
widowed mother. 
In his age of 18 years old, his younger brother gets scholarship to 
study abroad in United State of America. Not long ago, his mother is passed 
away because of breathless disease. His younger brother then invites Rizwan 
to stay with him in San Fransisco and his younger brother’s wife, Haseena, 
is a psychological lecturer as the first person who feel the anomaly of Rizwan 
and diagnose him having Asperger syndrome. Through numerous therapies, 
finally Rizwan can live independent. He also gives Rizwan a job as herbal 
salesman in his company where he works also where he meets a Hindu 
single- parent named Mandira who has beauty salon in San Fransisco and by 
any chance he falls for her and gets married. Rizwan, Mandira and Sameer 





settle down in Banville town, both Mandira and Sam take last name of 
Rizwan, Khan, as their own. 
Their life as family is in harmony until the moment of World Trade Centre 
twin tower in New York attacked by boom on September 11th 2001 happened. After 
9/11 attack the Muslim gets some disturbs in America likewise Khan Family begins 
to experience prejudice of post 9/11 attack in their surroundings. A heart-breaking 
event happens to Rizwan’s small family where they are forced to lose their son, Sam 
to brutal death by his school friend. Mandira is devastated, and turn away of Rizwan 
because she thinks that the Sam death is caused by Rizwan last name, Khan which 
has image of Muslim. Mandira tells Rizwan to get out of her life and he can’t come 
back until he tell all people of United State and the president that his name is Khan 


















METHODOLOGY OF RESEARCH 
A. Design of Research 
In this research, the writer applies descriptive qualitative to describe the data. 
Hancock, et al as stated in Masriah (2016: 22) defines that qualitative research is 
concerned with developing explanations of social phenomena. According to Mack 
et al (2005: 1) that it provides information about the human side of an issue that is 
the often contradictory behaviors, beliefs, opinions, emotions, and relationships of 
individuals. Qualitative method keeps understanding and explaining the meaning of 
event with human manner interaction in a certain situation. 
B. Source of Data 
The data of this research will be taken from the movie either script or audio-
visual of My Name Is Khan. This movie was published on theatre in 2010 with 
runtime 145 minutes using English and Hindi languages. This movie was released 
on 10 February 2010 in Abu Dhabi, Uni Emirat Arab. In the same month, it was also 
screened as part of the 60th Berlin International Film Festival's official selection. 
The film was released in India on DVD on 28 April 2010. Blu-ray in India, plus a 
DVD release worldwide followed on 10 August 2010. (“My Name Is Khan (2010) - 
Rotten Tomatoes.Htm,” 2010).  
C. Instrument of Research 
This research includes in library research furthermore, the writer will use 





D. Procedure of Collecting Data 
There are some procedures that writer will do in collecting the data as follow: 
1. The writer will watch the movie and read the movie script of My Name Is 
Khan  
2. The writer takes full attention toward all of the sentences and situations 
described on the movie and script. 
3. The writer will write or note all the sentences which have been related to 
what the writer wants to find out that is about the westerner view and 
westerner attitude toward Islam described on the movie of My Name Is Khan. 
E. Technique of Analyzing Data 
The data that have been found will be analyzed using the theory of post- 
colonialism that is Edward W. Said’s Orientalism study through descriptive method. 
Soeharso and Ana (2005: 37) says that descriptive is describing and explaining by 






FINDING AND DISCUSSION 
This chapter provided finding and discussion. The writer presented further 
information about Westerner’s view toward Islam which was portrayed in my name 
is khan movie directed by Karan Johar.  
The writer used Said’s orientalism study as the theory to analyse the data. 
Concept of Said’s orientalism is focused on the view of western toward Islam and 
Muslim in America how Western’s perception and stereotype toward Eastern as the 
imaginative assumption which always see the East as the object, inferior and 
negative. This orientalism of Edward Said reflected in two frames; Eastern world 
and geographic imaginative, and also reflected in two characteristics; latent 
orientalism and manifest orientalism.  
A. Findings  
This research is to reveal and to describe the Westerners’ view toward Islam 
and Muslim portrayed in My Name is Khan Movie as the representation of 
orientalism as follow: 
1. Rizwan Khan was in the airport totake flight to Washington DC. While he 
was standing in the queue line behind a girl who looked back him strangely then 
airport security was arguing him to go with him. Only is he asked to go with. 
Extract 1(00:04:53) 
Airport security : would you please come with me, sir? Would you 





In extract 1, this scene described how Rizwan Khan was beneath suspicion 
in the airport, after a girl turned round him strangely. Rizwan Khan then went with 
the security who approached him into a different room to check him.  
 
2. In a room when Rizwan Khan was ransacked by some securities airport, they 
searched Rizwan Khan Stuffs in bag and checked his body as well. 
Extract II(00:05:33) 
Airport security 1 : hands in front, hands behind your head, open your 
mouth, open your mouth 
Airport security 2 : anything on the watch- list, George? 
Airport security 1 : no flags, he is clean 
In extract II, this scene showed how Rizwan Khan was treated as someone 
who was dangerous, and needed to ransack his body and all of his stuff in the bag. 
The word “flags” on the conversation script gave description that Rizwan Khan was 







3. When Zakir (younger brother of Rizwan Khan) was in his age of eighteen, 
he went to America, stayed and lived there for a long time. 
Extract III (00:19:22) 
Narrator : As soon as he completed 18 years, Zakir left for America. 
He got a scholarship at Michigan University. 
In this extract III, it described indirectly how the West Country became a better place 
for schooling and getting knowledge, for instance in this movie it took America. 
This is also portrayed that West Country was the wealthy country with its 
scholarship available for foreign student which was usually been destination for 
whom was people outside Western especially Eastern people, for instance in this 






4. When Rizwan Khan’s mother passed away, Zakir took his old brother; 
Rizwan Khan to the state. He then gave Rizwan opportunity to work in his company. 
Extract IV (00:25:24) 
Zakir   : What did I have when I came to America?Nothing. But 
today?See for yourself.I am the biggest dealerfor Mehnaz 
Herbal Products.Because this is America.- America.Here, the 
harder you work,the more successful you get. 
In this extract IV, it is quite similar with extract III previously. This scene 
showed how the life of Zakir after a long time living in America turned prospering. 
He explained how poor his condition when first time coming to America which had 
nothing becoming the biggest dealer in his company. This implied that living in 
America gave promising and better life to live. The clause “because this is America” 
showed how the Western country in this case imaged by America indicated the 






5. In a motel manned by Indian in Kentucky, Rizwan Khan wanted to book one 
room for taking a rest. While Rizwan Khan and the motel keeper were talking, there 
was a white folk coming out from the car and throwing something on the window 
glass and breaking it. 
Extract V (00:53:02) 
The motel keeper : All this is because of the lousy Muslims. Six years 
ago, they blewup the World Trade Centre......and 
today, we bearthe brunt of it.They call for jihad (holy 
war) andwe have to suffer the consequences. I am 
going to put aboard out here “Muslim was forbidden 
to come!” This is the fourthglass broken by the rogues! 
Don't worry, Brother. Come here. Listen... come 
back!What's your name? 
Rizwan Khan : My name is Khan, and I'm not a terrorist.Thank you. 
In this extract III, it was shown the situation in America after the WTC 
attack tragedy. This moment happened in 2008 written on the movie screen. This 
whole scene shown in the motel described what a powerful stereotype which 





it influenced another person perspective such the motel keeper to also hate and 
believe that it was truly done by Muslim bombing the building.  
 
6. Rizwan Khan and Mandira came to pay their respect and pray for the victims who 
were die due to the attack of WTC building in America. Rizwan Khan and Mandira then 
mixed with the white folks while carrying candles like them.  
Extract VI (01:06:11) 
Rizwan khan : Bismillahirrahmanirrahim, “continued by reciting 
Al- fatihah in the middle of all the people who came 
to the funeral” 
Rizwan Khan (as narrator) : In the western world, history is marked simply by 
BC and AD.But now, there is athird distinction. 9/11. 
In Extract IV, this scene shown that in the middle of the funeral praying for the 
victim who died some white people left the place while looking down at Rizwan Khan who 
was reciting the Al- fatihah for those who died. The scene which clearly shown some 
westerner left the place while hearing the verse of Qur’an described how the attitude of 
white folks tended to be negative toward Muslim especially Islam. Moreover this attitude 





additional distinction date to be marked in history, but this history tended to be like 
propaganda which truly hard to be understood.  
 
7. After the attack of World Trade Centre Building in New York City of United 
State, the news report and almost all of media in the world, especially in America 
and Western territory gave assumption and reported that the tragedy was done by 
the terrorist and the terrorist should be the Muslim. This situation gave big impact 
toward Muslim life and who were affiliated with them who lived and stayed in 
almost all states in United State. 
Extract VII (01:06:41) 
Narrator  : Reports are in from various parts of America 
that......Muslims are beingtargeted and attacked. A Sikh 
employee in Michigan was shot dead by his 





In extract VII when narrator script was read, the scene on the movie screen 
shown one of outlets located in Michigan of United State was overrun by some 
unknown white folks. The stuffs in the outlet then was squandered and smashed by 
them brutally. This tragedy of WTC bomb also was as if momentum to legalize 
violence that they do so openly, even they did not hesitate to kill.  
 
Extract VIII (01:07:09) 
Narrator : In the wake of 9/11, a lot of American Muslims are 
changing......their names to escaperacial profiling. Questions 
are being raised about America's biased views......towards 
the Islamic community.Even as Muslim women 
wearinghijabs (veils) are being targeted. 
In this extract VIII, it tried to describe the situation experiencing by Muslim 
who lived and stayed in America for a long time. The phrase American Muslim in 
the script actually referred to whom such Indian, Afghani and so forth who firstly 
came to America as immigrant but in the end became citizenship of America. Even 
though their nationality was changed but their name, and their appearance or look 





became struggle for them due to make as racial profiling and they would get bad 
treatment from white people. 
 
Extract IX (01:07:15- 23) 
Narrator : Post 9/11, America's view towards its Islamic 
inhabitants......is changing rapidly. 
In this extract IX, as like what shown in the extract VIII it described the 
negative attitude in perceiving someone based on his appearance. Every place was 
not safe for everyone as indicated by Muslim in America from racial profiling 
because of their look. On the picture below, it shown how someone was seen 
protecting his soon from someone who was sitting beside by shifting his position 
between him and his soon. The situation (setting in the story and screening on the 







8. School as academic institution was not taking off the cornering Islam and 
Muslim done by White people even white teacher does so. 
Extract X (01:07:39) 
White teacher : Of all the religions in the world......lslam is the most 
violentand aggressive.It encourages killing or 'Jihad'as 
they call it, in the name of God. 
In this extract X, it clearly showed the stereotype that adressee toward Islam 
generally. This included as fatal strereotype due to this perspective was brought 
into the classroom and was taught in front of the class, was heard to the students 
who firstly might not have thought like what their teacher said but it possibly could 
change because they heard from their teacher, as known teacher was a person 





due to it was not only white students existing in that class but also there were 
Sameer. He was step son of Rizwan Khan who was not white man and moreover 
took “Khan” as his family name. he was directly heard that which was from his 
teacher itself.  
Extract XI(01:07:58) 
Reese   : Sam, you need to tell your mom about this.  
Sameer : No, Reese.I think she already hastoo much to worry about. 
In this extract XI, it revealed the effect happened in the school after one 
teacher white taught in front of the class that Islam was the most violent religion in 
the world. Sameer Khan, usually called Sam, was known as Muslim child in the 
school because of his last name, Khan. Sameer as seen on the scene experiened 







9. in a corridor, an unknown white man approached Hasina from back who 
was Muslimah wearing hijab and suddenly grip and remove her veil until she fell. 
Extrtact XII (01:08:33) 
Unknown white man : get out of my country 
In this extract XII, the scene shhowed unsafe position of Muslim to put on 
their islamist attribute. Oncemore it shown a racial profiling which forced Muslim 
and Muslimah to not reveal their islamist appearnace.  
 
10. Sameer was attacking by some of students in his school in the soccer field.  
Extract XIII(01:19:52) 





In this extract XIII, it showed how the children of white people also had been 
implanted the perspective in perceiving the Muslim and Islam, which these two 
words were affiliated with Osama, Al- Qaeda, what Happen in Pakistan and so forth. 
This perspective then gave birth to a kind of act of racism and attack in worst action.  
 
11. Rizwan Khan had been set free from the terrorist prison. Even though he had 
been released, the white lawyer who was assigned an indictment toward him still 
remained distrust. 
Extract XIV (02:09:05) 
The lawyer  : hey, watch it! 
In this extract XIV, this scene showed when Rizwan Khan’s innocent had 
been proved. In the jail corridor, he met the white lawyer who assigned him. The 
lawyer gave a bad gesture as what seen on the screen below, which directly 
replicated by Rizwan with the same gesture toward the lawyer. The lawyer then was 
angry and screwed toward Rizwan while saying “watch it!” this situation indicated 
that even though Rizwan was proven innocent but it did not change the perspective 







12. Rizwan Khan was stabbed by knife with someone who was recognizable as 
a partisan of Dr. Faisal Rahman. Faisal Rahman itself was a Muslim doctor who 
reported by Rizwan as one about to carry out a Jihad attack.  
Extract XV (02:28:43) 
Partisan of Dr. Rahman : You got Dr. Rehman arrested! You are an 
infidel!This is your punishment, Khan!This is 
your punishment!You have to die!Islam will 
never forgive you! 
In this extract XV, there was a scene describing the moment when Rizwan 
Khan as one of Muslim in America was free from the terrorist suspecting, but in the 
same time displayed another Muslim who did crime because of personal vendetta 
and with his evil mentioned the name of Islam generally as the subject would never 
forgive. From this situation portrayed in the movie, it can be seen that even though 
one Muslim was set free from the terrorist prejudice and the condition turned more 





and Muslim which was violent and attack someone in the name of jihad still strong 
and still remained soeven in the end of this movie.  
 
B. Discussion  
In this part, the writer started to discuss the analytical  data that had been 
found in “My name is khan movie directed by Karan Johar”. As stated before that 
in analysing the data, the writer used Edward said’s orientalism study, this concept 
of orientalism includes geographic imaginative, and the caracteristics includes laten 
orientalism and manifest oientalism. The orientalism arised in this movie is both 
laten and manifest orientalism. This was very possible due to this movie was actually 
most about the life image of Muslim in America after WTC attack in 9/11 which 
indicated and assumed was done by group of people called terrorist.  
1. Latent orientalism 
Latent orientalism as what Said’s explanation was the perception of 
western toward eastern (in this case was Muslim and Islam) would never change, 
remained so about to dominate, inferior and uncivilized. The attack of WTC tragedy 
was actually manifest orientalism because it happened as historical situation but 





The term terrorist as in Said’s orientalism which was one of the big 
stereotype that Western made. The name of Osama, Al Qaeda and Pakistan or 
Afghani which mentioned in extract VII and extract XIII proven that this was not 
only stereotyping but also there was political tension in it. In the end of this movie, 
particularly shown as extract XV gave us comprehension that the perception of 
western about Muslim and Islam as the violent and bloodthristy was the laten 
orientalism from them in which impacted the perception of almost all people around 
the world then appeared as the manifest orientalism. In extract XIV it also showed 
how someone as lawyer kept presuming Rizwan Khan as someone who need to be 
watched even though he was proven innocent. The bad attitude and prejudice still 
remained so and unchanged.  
Latent orientalism was also seen in extract III and extract IV. These 
extract were indeed not only about terrorist. These two extract gave decription how 
the people was not western should perceive western country as the wealth, advanced, 
superior, knowledgeable and promising a success if someone lived there. In said’s 
explanation about orientalism, it was said that orientalism manifested in influential 
idea, not only politically, but also socially, academically, and economically. Western 
wanted to dominate and gave hegemony in all almost aspects of life. And magically, 
this concept softly unseen and then many people (outside western) in the world 
admitted that as the general truth.  
The racism as portrayed in extract VIII, extract X, extract XI and extract 
XIII also portrayed about the laten orientalism in which this might be because the 





the attack of WTC tragedy, this was be created to legalize their racial profiling 
clearly and bluntly toward the Muslim and Muslimah appearnce or look.  
2. Manifest orientalism 
As what said explain about manifest orientalism. This orientalism was the 
product of orientalist to image Eastern as how they see. From this movie, the attack 
of WTC building was the beginning or what the manifest firstly start. The tragedy 
of 9/11 as what shown in the movie was the one of historical distinction of western 
but all at once as the legalization of abuse and unfounded prejudice from Wetern 
toward islam and Muslim generally.  
The situation in extract I and extract II proven this unfounded prejudice, how 
they see someone who look like Muslim. Addition, in extract VI and extract IX 
showed their perception through their behavior bluntly and clearly in public space. 
The bullying in extract XI and what happened to hasina with her hijab in extract XII 
also the outlet of Muslim in extract VII then someone who change his look and 
apperance in extract VIII were categorized as the manifest orientalism. These kinds 
of treatment that they expereineced badly after Rizwan Khan was famous and 
reported innocent they tried to make their selves back and the situation come back 







CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 
This chapter dealt with two parts that were conclusion and suggestion. 
These actually were based on the finding and discussion analysis before about the 
westerners’ view toward Islam in My Name is Khan Movie using Edward Said’s 
orientalism study.  
A. Conclusion  
There were some statements that became conclusion after analysing the 
finding and discussing data as follow: 
1. Stereotype of Muslim as the terrorist and Islam as violent religion was 
really the most profound and obvious sight portrayed on this movie. This 
can be called stereotype due to there was no evidence proving that Muslim 
who attacked the building. The effect of this stereotype then gave very big 
impact toward the life of Muslim who live in America at that time 
2. A set of perception and negative prejudice toward Muslim and Islam 
increased and grown in almost every state in United State. These 
generalization of thought then became the main aspects of intimidation of 
western toward Muslim living there. Then, there was racial issue also 
which damaged badly even nearly fatal that it claimed life of Muslim. 
3. The American depiction such a place for someone destination to move, 
school and work for getting promising life shown by one of character on 
the movie was also indirectly included into the orientalism.  
4. These three conclusion above was identified as latent orientalism, while 





changing more better again after Rizwan Khan “the main character in the 
movie” proven his innocent and famous was identified as manifest 
orientalism.  
B. Suggestion  
After doing this research, the writer was aware that there was still things 
being able to be explore related the theory used. So the writer had some suggestion: 
1. For the next researcher who will write the similar research about 
orientalism can use the other topics to be analysed. It may from novel, 
drama, poetry or the real life of society or different kinds of movie. 
2. For the reader who read this research, the writer hopes that from this 
research, the reader is able to know more about orientalism and reader 
can be wise to see this study from many perspective in order to have more 
comprehensive thought moreover to appreciate other people, respecting 
other culture, ideology, civilization and community that was different 
with us to make world in peace.  
For the next researcher, the writer recommended to analyse the other kinds of 
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My Name is Khan MOVIE SCRIPT written by ShibaniBathija, the duration is two 
hours, 41 minutes, and thirty one seconds (02:41:31). 
 
Would you please come with me, Sir? 
Would you come with me, Sir? 
Hands in front. 
Hands behind your head. 
Behind your head and turn around. 
Open your mouth. Open your mouth. 
Anything on the watch-list, George? 
No flags. He's clean. 
Okay. Mr. Khan, we are done here. 
You can go. 
Put your stuff in your bag. 
Gone. It's gone... my last flight 
to Washington DC has left. 
The last American 
Airlines flight has left. 
The next flight leaves after 
seven hours and five minutes. 
United 59. United... United 59. 
It leaves in the morning at 6.10. 
Ticket $366... it costs $366. 
I don't have the money. 
I have to take a bus 
to Washington DC now. 
Okay. I have to take a 
bus to Washington DC now. 
Why are you going to Washington DC? 
I am going to meet the 
President of the United States. 
Why is that? 
Is he a friend of yours? 
Oh, no, no, no, no. 
He's not a friend. No, no, no. 
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Well, tell the President 
something from me too then. 
Okay. Okay. 
- Tell him I said, howdy. 






- John. John Marshall says howdy. 
Howdy. Okay. Howdy. 
Yes. Okay. Okay. 
John Marshall says... 
But I have... my own 
message to give to him first. 
Oh yeah? What is that? 
You know where Osama is? 
Oh, no, no, no, no. No. 
This is not my message. No, no, no. 
What is your message, Mr. Khan? 
I have to say to him... 
My name is Khan. And 
I am not a terrorist. 
May Allah bless this 
letter I'm writing to you. 
The book 'Different Minds' says... 
...that people like us can't 
express their emotions in words. 
But we can write them easily. 
I can fill thousands of pages, 
millions of times with... 
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'I love you, Mandira.' 
But not once could I say it to you. 
Perhaps that's why 
you are angry with me. 
I had promised you that 
I would meet the President... 
...so, my attempts are on. 
Meanwhile whenever I have time, I will write all... 
...that I couldn't say to you. 
And then, you will love me again. 
My Abbu (father) Dilawar 
Amanullah Khan worked for... 
...the S.T. Workshop in Borivali. 
He took me with him 
to work everyday. 
And left me to play in the garage. 
I know how to repair 
broken things since then. 
Strangely, I could 
never repair Abbu. 
Hey, is this your dad's place? 
Go home and kill your time. 
Kill? Kill? 
Get out now! Out! 
You fool! Idiot! Ruined my clothes! 
Ammi... Ammi... Ammi... 
Zakir is sleeping. 
What's this? 
'Kill time.' 
- How did you get so wet? 
'Kill time.' I want to 'kill time.' 
- What? 
Abdul Workshop asked me to 
go home and 'kill time.' 
How do I do that? 
'Kill time? ' 
Is that what the devil told you? 
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Okay. I'll teach you 
how to 'kill time.' 
Like this. Like this. 
This way. 
Come on, Rizu. 
Give me a hug... just once? 
Come on. Come on. 
My Ammi (mother) Razia Khan. 
I feel peace when you hug me. 
She was from Jalalpur, UP. 
She embroidered clothes. 
No doctor could tell her 
why I was the way I was. 
But Ammi... She never 
felt the need to know why. 
I don't know how, but 
she found a way to know me. 
Just like you. 
Fools! All of them!! 
Each one of them should 
be shot dead mercilessly! 
Didn't even spare our women! 
Dogs! Rogues! Idiots! 
Are you guys with me? 
Rogues. All of them. 
Each one of them should 
be shot dead mercilessly. 
I had told you not to step out. 
Now, come on. Let's eat. 
Rogues. All of them. 
Each one of them should 
be shot dead mercilessly. 
Rogues. All of them. 
What did you say? 
Rogues. All of them. 
Where did you hear that? 
Each one of them 
  51 
 
 
should be shot dead. 
Shut up! 
Rogues. All of them. 
Shut up, Rizu. 
Come with me. Come. 
Look at this. 
This is you. Rizvan. Who? 
Rizvan. 
- Yes. 
And this is the person who 
has a stick in his hand. 
And he is beating you. 
It's bad... beating is bad. 
- Yes. It's bad. 
Now, this is you again, Rizvan. 
And this is the 
person who has a lollipop. 
And he gives it to you. 
Lollipop is sweet. 
It's a good thing. 
Good boy. 
- Good boy. 
Now, tell me which one of these is 
a Hindu and which one, a Muslim? 
Both look alike. 
Good. 
Remember one thing, son. 
There are only two kinds 
of people in this world. 
Good people who do good deeds. 
And bad people who do bad. 
That's the only 
difference in human beings. 
There's no other difference. 
Understood? 
What did you understand? 
Tell me. Tell me. 
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Good people. Bad people. 
No other difference. 
Ammi's lesson was not 
taught in any school. 
Not in my school at least. 
Master Wadia lives somewhere here. 
Give me the map. 
Come fast. 
Rizu, what are you doing? 
Stop that and come here. 
Hang on. Coming. 
Hello. I'm Razia. This 
is Rizu. I mean Rizvan. 
I have heard a lot about you. 
That you are a very learned man. 
You have a lot of degrees. 
B.A., M.A. 
Whatever! 
But people say you don't do anything. 
That's a good thing! 
Rizu. My Rizu is a sharp boy. 
So, I thought if you agree to 
teach him here, in your house 
That way, you can pass 
your time too, isn't it? 
What nonsense! 
Mr.Wadia. Mr.Wadia. Trust me. 
My Rizu is an intelligent boy. 
Rizu... Talk to Mr.Wadia in English. 
Speak in English. Come on. 
Say something in English. 
Wadia. Wadia. 
Wadia family is a Parsi 
family originally based in Surat. 
LaunjiNarsolaunjiWadia started the 
Wadia ship building dynasty in 1736. 
When he obtained a contract from 
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the British East India Company... 
...for building docks 
and ships in Bombay. 
Wadia. Wadia. 
The highway man came riding... 
...riding up to the old Inn-door. 
The highway man came 
riding up to the old Inn-door. 
Ammi... I'm hungry. 
Let's go. I'm hungry. 
Ammi said master 
Wadia was a good man. 
Good people did good deeds. 
Master Wadia taught 
me a lot of things. 
About books. And about life too. 
Rizvan. Rizvan, don't come here. 
There's too much water. 
Go home! Go home! 
Mr.Wadia. What are you doing? 
Come out! 
Your pupil is amazing! 
What's going on? Why 
are you guys screaming? 
Rizvan, what are you doing? 
I asked you to go home. 
Too good. 
You are pumping water out. 
That's amazing. Genius. Genius. 
He is my pupil. My pupil. 
You think he can repair all this? 
You know, Mr.Wadia? 
My Rizu did nothing short of 
a miracle near his house. 
The water had filled till here. 
- Mother! 
One minute! 
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The water was till here. 
Rizu fixed some motor type of thing. 
One minute! 
Put the motor in the water, 
and the water was gone! 




You won a cup, didn't you? 
I'm really happy about that. 
And Rizu? 
Even he is happy for you. 
You should be happy too. 
He is your brother, isn't he? 
Good boy. Wipe your tears. 
Come on. 
You are my good son, aren't you? 
You are my good son, aren't you? 
You are my good son, aren't you? 
You are my good son, aren't you? 
Zakir was fortunate. 
He could cry. 
Zakir, Rizu says it's 
going to be very cold there. 
You have taken everything, 
right? Don't forget anything. 
I will miss you, my son. 
Only if you find time from 
bhai (brother) will you miss me! 
As soon as he completed 18 years, 
Zakir left for America. 
He got a scholarship 
at Michigan University. 
I felt very bad when he left. 
But I never told him. 
And in just a few days, 
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I got accustomed to his absence. 
Ammi. Hasina teaches 
at the university. 
She can't leave mid-term and come. 
It's her first Eid (festival) 
In the family after the wedding. 
We haven't even seen her yet. 
Come here, please. 
Ammi. 
Don't worry. 
Your immigration will 
be done in a few days. 
Then you will live with us. 
I won't go anywhere without Rizvan. 
I know that. 
I'm sponsoring bhai as well. 
Okay, Ammi. I have to hang 
up now. I'll call later. 
Yeah? 
Oh, Lord. 
- Oh, lord. 
Ammi, you should sleep now. 
Sleeping calms the mind and 
provides rest to the body. 
Shut up! 
Nothing is wrong with me. 
Just missing Zakir, that's all. 
His laughter. 
His anger. 
The sound of his gargling. 
At 7 am. At 2pm. 9pm. 
Enough peace? 
Please, Rizu. Two minutes? 
Only two minutes. 
Only two minutes? 
1001, 1002. 
But Mandira, the effect 
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of those two minutes... 
...lasted only for six months, 
four days and 17 hours. 
Ammi died of 
congestive cardiomyopathy. 
Her heart became too 
big for its own good. 
Before dying, Ammi made me promise... 
...that like Zakir, I would 
make a happy life for myself. 
That I would go to America. 
And then I came here... 
...to your favourite city. 
San Francisco. 
And it was scary. Very scary. 
Bhai, this is Hasina. 
Hello, bhai. 
How are you? 
Hope your flight was comfortable. 
Hello. 
Come on. Let's go in. 
Hello to you too. 
Zakir's wife, Hasina. 
She was from Brooklyn, New York. 
She taught psychology 
in the university here. 
She was the first to find out... 
...that I had Asperger's Syndrome. 
My fear of new places. New people. 
My hatred for the colour 
yellow and sharp sounds. 
The reason for me 
being so different... 
...from everyone was 
defined in just two words... 
...Asperger's Syndrome. 
Take this. 
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When you look through this... 
...it will be like watching TV. 
TV? 
This way, you won't be 
scared of new places or roads. 
Not scared? 
No. Just press this button. 
See... try? 
I took bhai to the Autistic Society. 
Hi, Mrs. Brennan. 
- Hi. 
Sorry. 
- I had. 
Mrs. Brennan there 
believes that bhai is better... 
...than most people with Asperger's. 
Maybe in odd ways, but at 
least he can express his feelings. 
And I think your Ammi had 
a lot to with it, Zakir. 
Good morning. 
- Good morning. 
This is our office. 
Come in. Have a good look. 
Have a good look. 
What are you doing? Come this way. 
What did I have when 
I came to America? 
Nothing. But today? 
See for yourself. 
I am the biggest dealer 
for Mehnaz Herbal Products. 
Because this is America. 
- America. 
Here, the harder you work, 
the more successful you get. 
America. 
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I have worked very hard. 
Now, it's your turn. 
America. 
- Okay? 
Shall we? Come. 
Not that way. This way 
America. 
Come. These are all our products 
and these are the details. 
You will be given the names 
and addresses of all the salons. 
You will go to every one of 
them and sell these. Understand? 
No. 
You will. 
Mehnaz Herbal Beauty Products. 
Mehnaz... 
The rose water in the clay mask 
cleans and clarifies your skin... 
...and makes you glow 
like a newly-wed bride. 
A newly-wed bride. 
Mehnaz Herbal Beauty Products. 
All of them. 
Mehnaz Herbal Beauty Products will 
make you glow like a newly-wed bride. 
I'm divorced. 
We have nothing for 
the newly-divorced. 
Just a pimple cream won't help. 
You need to cleanse your face, 
and your system. 
I think that maybe I 
just need a boyfriend. 
Oh, no, no. You 
don't need a boyfriend. 
You need this and Jamal Gota. 




It says that the product 
will reach you in seven days. 
We're lying. 
It will reach you only in ten days. 
Move! 
Come on! Move it! 
Come on. Get out of 
the way, you freak. 
No, no, no. 
Get out of here. Come on. 
Hey, you guys, just leave him alone. 
Stop it. 
Stop it, okay? Just go. 
Go, please. 
Are you okay? 
Are you scared? 
It's okay. 
Look, there's nothing 
wrong with being scared. 
Just don't make your fear so large... 
...that it stops you 
from achieving your goal. 
Okay? All right, bye. 
Hello. Welcome to Karma. 
I'm the manager here. 
Can I help you? 
Oh God. 
I think you have recognised me. 
It's all right. Don't be shy. 
I am Rita Singh. Ex Miss India. 
These blow-dryers... 
I am Rita Singh. Ex Miss India. 
You look old. You must have 
been Miss India before I was born. 
Okay? 
The theory of entrainment 
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in Physics states that... 
...some specific sounds increase 
the rate of your heartbeat. 
For me, Mandira... 
...that specific sound has always 
been the sound of your laughter. 
So, you were coming here? 
Don't take it personally, Rita. 
I hope you've come for a haircut. 




Take an appointment. 
My name is Rizvan Khan. Khan. Khan. 
I may look a little strange to you... 
...but that's because 
I have Asperger's Syndrome. 
It's named after Dr. Hans Asperger. 
That doesn't mean I'm mad. 
Oh, no, no, no, no. 
I'm very intelligent. 
Very smart. Very smart. 
But there are certain 
things I don't understand. 
For instance, people say when I go 
to their houses, "Come, Rizvan... 
...think of it as your own house." 
But how do I do that... 
...when the house isn't mine? 
I don't understand why people 
say one thing and think another. 
My Ammi would say there are only 
two kinds of people in the world. 
Good people and bad people. 
I'm a good person. 
I do good deeds. 
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I'm here to sell Mehnaz 
Herbal Beauty products. 
I don't know how to sell. 
But my brother Zakir 
tells me that's my job. 
Mehnaz Herbal Beauty products. 
...they are good products. 
I have tried them all on me. 
That's why my skin glows. 
Shinning like a newly-wed bride. 
Allow me... Allow me to show you... 
...all the Mehnaz Herbal 
Beauty products, please. 
May I? 
Yes, you can. 
So tell me. 
Which product will 
make me beautiful? 
No. 
No product can make you beautiful. 
That's rude. 
- No, no. 
Beauty products can 
only enhance the skin. 
They cannot make you beautiful. 
Wow. 
A salesman, and yet 
you speak the truth? 
Always. Always. 
How many products do you have? 
22. 22. 
Give six of each. 
Oh no, no, no. No. 
All our products expire 
in three months. It dies. 
You need only four. 
The rest will get spoilt. 
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What did you say the name was? 










Isn't this shocking pink 
a little too shocking? 
Not at all! It looks beautiful! 





Hi. Nice colour. 
Oh yes. Pink is so my colour. 
Oh no, no, no. No cell phone. 
No cell phone. 
Why? 
Because bees die due to cell phones. 
Who?! 
Bees. Bees. Bees. 
Cell phone signals cause bees to 
lose their way home, and they die. 
They die. They die. 
It's not good. 
Because Albert Einstein has said... 
Albert Einstein has apparently said. 
Apparently said... 
That if all the bees 
in the world die... 
...exactly four years 
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after that all men will die. 
That's right. That's right. 
All men die. All men die. 
Oh no. No cell phones then. If all 
the men die, what will happen to me? 
You're bad. 
This cream has an extra 
care skin nourishing lotion... 
...which contains Aloe Vera, 
Calamine and Jojoba oil... 
...which restore the 
pH scale of the skin. 
The pH is an algorithm of 
the activity of hydrogen ions... 
...in a solution... 
...which tells you how 
acidic or basic it is. 
The exponentials of 
hydrogen ions being very high... 
...it's not practical to measure it. 
It's not an absolute term, 
it's just a relative. 
Basically it means... 
this cream is very nice. 
Okay. 
- Okay. 
I'll take it. 
- Okay. 
I trained for a year and then 
took a further course in LA 
I mean... But I did want to make it. 
I think training is really important. 
How can you cut 
somebody's hair without it? 
And that's how I came here. 
You? 
Were you saying something to me? 
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And I think you know the most 
we know the most we can do is... 
...just texturise it a 
little bit, thin it out. And... 
Even I want to have my 
hair cut by you, Mandira. 
Yeah. I know, Rizvan. But... 
Please, please. Please 
cut my hair. Please. 
Yeah. And I am dying 
to cut your hair. 
No, no, no, no. Don't die. 
- But maybe later? 
No, don't die. 
Just cut my hair now. 
Rizvan... 
- No, now. 
So? How is it? 
Marry me. 
Marry me. 
Liked it so much?! 
Hang on. One second. 
Marry me. 




Okay. Okay, I'm coming. 
Bye. Love you. 
Sameer? 
Sameer! Sameer! Sam! 
Come on. Please, hurry up. 
- Coming! 
Quickly. Come on! Come on! Come on! 
You put everything into the bag? 
- Yup. 
Summer camp project? 







I think I forgot. 
Mom, stop acting. You 
forgot deliberately. 
Do you have to play soccer? 
It's dangerous. 
What if you get hurt playing? 
What if I get hurt 
running this way with you? 
Nothing will happen to you here. 
I'm here. Your Mom! 
Mom, stop being so dramatic. 
You are such a drama queen. 
Yeah, I am. 
Okay. Almost there. 
Almost there. Almost there. 
Thank God. We are on time. 
Okay. Bye, Mom. 
Where's my hug? Where's my kiss? 




Bye! The apple of my eye. 
Love me till I die... 
Bye! 
Oh God. Oh shit. 
Hey, Rizvan. Hi. 
Hi. Any sales appointment? 
You are divorced. 
Divorced. 
Rita told me you are divorced. 
You were 19 when you 
had an arranged marriage. 
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You came to America 
with your husband. 
He harassed you a 
lot for three years... 
...and then left for 
Australia with another woman. 
It must take a long time to 
run till Australia, right? 
He divorced you from there and 
didn't even pay you alimony. 
Such a beast! Slimy! Idiot! 
He hasn't called you even 
once in the last four years. 
Hasn't even spoken to Sam. 
Now, where is he going 
to come back... 
Slimy bastard, mother... 
Mother... 
...I can't say the next word. 




- Just go. 
Marry me. 




- No, Rita. 
No more appointments tomorrow! 
Mrs. V is coming tomorrow and 
her hair colouring takes time. 
Okay. Bye. 
Bye. 
- Bye, girl. 
Rizvan, are you okay? 









You run fast. 
I don't like yellow. 
Okay. 
- No. 
Is that for me? 
Yes. This and this. 
But I won't give it to you. 
Why?! 
- No. 
I love balloons. 
- No, no, no, no. 
In fact, Sam loves balloons. 
- No. 
Whenever he sees them, he 
wants to set them free in the sky. 
Red, blue, pink, green... 
these colours look good on you. 
Yellow, yellow, dirty fellow. 





Can we go now? 




Look. I'm sorry I was angry. 
Your words reminded me of 
all that I wanted to forget. 
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He really was a... 
...beast. Slimy. Idiot. 
- Yeah. 
Slimy. Idiot and all that. 
So, you don't love him? 
No. No, no. Of course not. 
Not that, but I feel bad that 
Sam will never know his father. 
If you don't love him, marry me. 
Marriage is not a joke. 
You know. You don't even know me. 
I know you well. 
You give fruit to 
Roger the homeless. 
You cut hair. You do 
good deeds. You are good. 
You're okay. - Knowing 
just that is not good enough. 
Yes. Yes. It's enough for me. 
Marry me. 
It's... - Marry me. - Oh, 
God. I want to kill myself. 
Marry me. - I'm fed up... - Oh, no, 
no, no, no, no. Don't kill yourself. 
Oh, no, don't kill yourself. 
Don't die. Please, don't die. 
- I'm joking. 
Please don't die. 
- I was joking. - Please don't die. 
Relax, I'm joking. 
- Please don't die. 
I don't understand... 
Mandira. Mandira. 
- I was joking... 
Cable car. 1873. 
The first cable car was 
started in San Francisco in 1873. 
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1873. - You know you're ridiculous. 
You're just ridiculous. 
I mean... 
Either you are stuck in the 
'marry me, marry me' loop... 
...or you keep recounting 
the history of San Francisco. 
I don't want to know. Okay? 
I know everything about this city. 
Liar. Liar. 
It's impossible to know 




Are you challenging me? 
- Bum on fire. 
Liar. Liar. - Are you 
challenging me? - Bum on fire. 
Okay. You're on. 
- I'm on. 
You're on. 
- Liar. Liar... 
If you can show me one 
place or thing in this city... 
...that I haven't seen before then... 
- You'll marry me. 
You'll marry me. 
- Whatever. 
Whatever. 
- Okay. Okay. 
You'll marry me. 
But till then... 
...you will shut your encyclopedia. 
- Okay. 
And no 'marry me, marry me'. 
- Okay. 




- Okay. Whatever. 
You'll marry me. 
And you're right... the first cable 
car came to San Francisco in 1873. 
Yeah. 
And in the same year, the 
first tram was started in Kolkata. 
Did you know that? 
No. You're smart. 
That I am. 
And pretty. 
- That too. 
I'm pretty smart too. 
Mom. Come on. 
Coming. One minute, Sam. 
I'll just come back, okay? 
- Okay. 
Yeah. Let me handle it. 
Mrs. V, you are looking beautiful. 
- You are the best. 
But you make me come 
too far for my hair. 
Please accept my offer 
and move to Banville. 
You are very generous, 
Mrs. V, but I... 
Shh about that. 
Sara, you tell her. 
You should move, Mandira. 
We'll be neighbours. 
It will be fun. 
Mrs. V, I just don't know... 
- Mom, come on. 
Okay. I am just coming back. 
Give me a minute. Sam... 
- Don't worry, Granny. She'll move. 
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God, he's driving me crazy. 
- Mom! 
Yes. Yes. What is it? 
Mom. Come on. 
- Where? 
You forgot? Discovery museum. 
Oh, my God. I'm so sorry. 
Sam, I forgot. 
Not fair. 
- I remember. 
You always forget. 
Mandira. Mandira, 
I have made a list of places... 
All my friends have been there! 
...which you may not have seen... 
- Even I want to go. Let's go now! 
No, I don't care. 
- Just... Just... 
...then we can do what you 
have asked me not to speak about. 
Let's go now! Now! Now! 
Sam, Just... 
- It's close by. 
It's just 22 minutes away from here. 
We can take a cable car... 
Just... Just... Just shut up. 
One minute. 
Just give me a minute, okay? 
This list can wait. 
First, you have to 
do something for me. 
Will you take Sam 




- I'll kill myself. 
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Oh, no, no, no, no. 
- I'll kill myself. 
No, no, no, no. Please 
don't kill yourself. 
No, please don't kill yourself. 
- I'll... 
Okay. 
- How cute. 
Okay. Okay. 
Okay, I'll take him. 
Let's go, Sam. 
Let's go, Sam. 
- Okay. 
Look after him and 
don't let go of the hand. 
Okay? 
- Okay. 
Not mine. His hand. 
Please, please, don't kill yourself. 
Sam, where's your hand? 
What are you doing? 
Mom said not to let go of your hand. 
Mom is mad! 
No touching, okay? 
No touching? 
- Get it? 
Okay. Okay. No touching. 
I like that. No touching. 
Okay, everybody knows how to play. 
We have Team A. Hello. Welcome. 
And Team B. Good luck. 
But now we need one 
more team. We need Team C. 
Now who's going to be Team C? 
What game is this? 
Can't you see? It's a puzzle. 
This grid has names of 
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animals hidden in it. 
The team that identifies the maximum 
number of animals wins a prize. 
Team C, anybody? 
Last time Mom and I played, we lost. 
Stupid game. 
Who's brave enough to 
try to win the prize? 
Mom is mad! 
Who wants to volunteer to be 
Team C and win this fabulous prize? 
Oh terrific. We have a volunteer. 
Okay, just step forward and 
we'll get started with the game. 
What are you doing? No, no, no, 
it's embarrassing. - No touching. 
Please! We'll lose. 
- No touching. 
No... 
All right, on three. 
One, two, three. 
Flamingo, Chimpanzee, 
Tarantulas, Stork, Penguin... 
...Walrus, Wild Boar, Giraffe, 
Whale, Polar Bear... 






I guess we have a winner. Team C. 
Come on, come here 
and take your prize. 
There you go. Congratulations. 
Let's hear it for Team C. 
Mom! Mom! We won. 
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Oh wow. Hugging, my son? 
That's special. 
What did you win? 
Here! We won because of Khan. 
Oh no, no, no, no. 
My name is not Khan, its Khan. 
That's what I said... Khan. 
No, not Khan. From the epiglottis, 
Khan. Khan. 
From the epiglottis. 
Epiglottis. Khan. 
Okay. Okay. Okay. 





Is there any other place 





Fell in there. 
- I know. 
Then why are we here? 
Sam wanted to feed the ducks. 
Oh, yeah Khan, Khan come 
on let's go feed the ducks. 
Come on! You want to hold my hands. 
- Okay. 
You know, Khan. 
- I don't know. 
I was 22 when I divorced. 
I was only 22 years old. 
- 22. 
I had nothing. 




No parental support. 
I didn't even have a house. 
Okay. 
I had only Sam with me. 
I didn't know what the 
future had in store. 
One day, as I was thinking, 
I started walking. 
I walked a lot and 
stopped after reaching here. 
There was no way ahead. 
Yeah, only water. 
So, I turned back. 
Saw the entire city in front of me. 
And for a minute, I felt 
it was waiting for me. 
I decided then... 
No, I'm going to make this work. 
And I'm going to win. 
We shall overcome. 
We shall overcome? 
Yes! We shall overcome. 
It's my favourite song. 
We shall overcome. 
We shall overcome. 
We shall overcome. One day. 
The heart believes in it. 
That we shall overcome one day. 
Oh, no, no, no, no. 
You sing badly. 
You suck. You suck. 
- What?! 
What?! As if you are any better! 
You are staring at me. 
You are staring. 
You are staring. 





Sam and I are moving 
to Banville next month. 
Banville. 




Take me with you, Mandira. 
I'm thin, I won't need much space. 
I'll keep an eye on Sam. 
I'll never let go of his hand. 
Dishwasher, microwave, 
washing machine, refrigerator... 
...l'll repair everything. 
Dishwasher, microwave oven, 
washing machine... 
...refrigerator 
I'll repair everything. 
Please take me with you. 
- Khan. 
No, no. Please take me with you. 
Khan, we are getting late. 
We have to go. 
No, no please take me with you 
Khan, we are getting late. 
We have to go. - Okay, okay 
And by the way, 
I have been here before. 
Come on. 
- Okay. 
Many things frighten me, Mandira. 
But nothing frightens me more 
than the thought of losing you. 
I was scared then... 
...and I'm scared now. 
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We're full, partner, no room. 
Okay... is there any 
other motel nearby? 
Oh, you are an Indian. 
I'll make some adjustments. 
You know, it's a Saturday. 
So, all the honeymoon 
couples have booked my rooms. 
Saturday? 
Why? Do they marry 
only on Saturdays here? 
The one-night marriages... 
try and understand. 
But you don't worry. 
You can stay in my room. 
It has a nude channel too! 
Nude channel? 
The naughty and noisy channel. 
Naughty? Noisy? 
Down. Down! 
You fool. You idiot! 
I'll burn that fair 
skin of yours, you idiot! 
Rascal! Rascal! 
All this is because 
of the lousy Muslims. 
Six years ago, they blew 
up the World Trade Centre... 
...and today, we bear 
the brunt of it. 
They call for jihad (holy war) and 
we have to suffer the consequences. 
And these white folk? 
All blind donkeys! 
Can't you make out the difference 
between a Gandhian Indian... 
...and a violent Muslim? 
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Should I show you?! 
I'm going to put a board 
out here: 
This is the fourth 
glass broken by the rogues! 
Don't worry, Brother. Come here. 
It's dangerous out there. 
Listen... come back! 
What's your name? 
My name is Khan, and 
I'm not a terrorist. 
Thank you. 
I miss you Mandira. 
I know I can't return 
before meeting the President. 
I couldn't meet him in Washington, 
so, now I'm going to Santa Fe. 
One can achieve 
everything by trying, Mandira. 
Like I found that place. That day. 
Yes, I'm coming, coming. 
Khan, thank God. 
Where were you all these days? 
I was so worried about you. 
You could have called. 
But no, you won't. 
Cell phones are bad for bees. 
- Now. 
What? 
But wait. Tell me 
where we are going? 
I am not dressed properly. 
I don't even have my shoes. 
Here. It's close. 
Where? 
What do you mean one minute? 
One minute. 
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Keep quiet, Mandira. Quiet. 
- Okay. 




I have been timing it for six days. 
One minute. 
Close your eyes. 
Close your eyes. 
- Okay. 
Now, now, now, now. 
- Okay. 
Close your eyes. Okay. 
Okay, okay, okay, okay 
Now, open your eyes. 
Open your eyes. 
Open now. Now, now. 
Now, please. 







- Marry me. 
You cannot marry her. 
It's blasphemy! 
And if you do, I will 
sever all ties with you. 
You will have no place in my house. 
She is a Hindu. 
There's a lot of difference between 
them and us, understood? 
No. There's no difference. 
Good people... bad people. 
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There's no other difference. 
Mandira. 
Welcome. 
So, after your marriage, 
will my name be Sameer Khan? 
It will be Sameer Khan, 
from the epiglottis. 
Khan. 
- Yeah. 
We can't do this without touching. 
I know. 
- You know. 
Yeah. 
I have read it in this book. 
Intercourse for dumbos, 
by Dr. Richard k. Woomer. 
Okay. 
- Nice pictures. 
I think we should do it. 
Now, now we should do it now. 
- One minute, and... 
Oh, no, no not one minute. 
Yeah. 
It will take longer than one minute. 
Bye, Khan. 
- Bye, Sam. 
Lunch. Lunch. Lunch. Lunch. Lunch. 
- Quick, quick. 
Bye, Joe. 
Bye! The apple of my eye! 
And your hair looks 
very pretty, ma'am. 
Thank you, sweetheart. 
- You're welcome, sweetheart. 
Were you flirting with her? 
You're not a liar. 
- Okay. 
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Reese, I've to do my homework. 
Let me go home. 
Just 10 minutes, okay. 
- Only 10 minutes. 
Alright. 
Surprise. 
Thank you, Daddy. 
Daddy? What about me? 
Happy birthday to you. 
Mandira. Mandira, can we 
have sex please. - Now? 
Now, now is good. 
With Allah's blessings, 
I fulfilled my promise to Ammi. 




Khan, switch on the TV, please. 
Yes, Sarah let me 
call you back, okay. 
I've never seen 
anything like this before... 
Oh, my God! 
A second plane... a second 
plane just hit the other tower. 
The skyline of Manhattan 
has been changed forever. 
New York's twin towers are gone. 
Both towers have been hit. 
It must've been 
a coordinated attack... 
Mom, why are Reese and Mrs. Garrick 
taking money from everyone? 
Donations, baby. 
For the family of the fire-fighters 
who died saving people during 9/11. 





How is it going? 
- Good, good. 
The Johnson's just 






It's annual Zakat 
(religious tax) money. 
It's a duty in Islam. 
Duty, duty, duty. 
In Islam they donate a certain 
percentage of their... 
...income each year in charity. 
- Yes. 
This year, how could 
it be anything else? 
Yes, that's $3502 
and 50 cents exactly. 
In the western world, history 
is marked simply by BC and AD. 
But now, there is a 
third distinction. 9/11. 
Reports are in from 
various parts of America that... 
...Muslims are being 
targeted and attacked. 
Back off. 
Get away. 
A Sikh employee in Michigan 
was shot dead by his employer... 
...because he was 
mistaken for an Afghani. 
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In the wake of 9/11, a lot of 
American Muslims are changing... 
...their names to escape 
racial profiling. 
Questions are being raised 
about America's biased views... 
...towards the Islamic community. 
Even as Muslim women wearing 
hijabs (veils) are being targeted. 
Post 9/11, America's view 
towards its Islamic inhabitants... 
...is changing rapidly. 
They must be getting late. 
Let's mom drop you today. 
And we'll grab an 
ice-cream on the way. - Yeah. 
Come on. 
Of all the religions in the world... 
...lslam is the most violent 
and aggressive. 
It encourages killing or 'Jihad' 
as they call it, in the name of God. 
Sam, you need to tell your 
mom about this. - No, Reese. 
I think she already has 
too much to worry about. 
Get out of my country. 
Don't wear this now. 
Allah will understand. 
These people won't. 
Never. 
Yes? 
I'm Mandira. I heard 
about Hasina, so... 
She is upstairs, 
bhabi (sister-in-law). 
He won't come in. 
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Bhai, please come in. Please. 
You are my good son, aren't you? 
You are my good son, aren't you? 
Alright, Mandira, 
you'll join us on Monday. 
Thank you so much. 
I just want to clarify one thing. 
My last name is Khan, 
my husband is Muslim. 
We'll see you on Monday. 
- Thanks. 
Khan. I got the job, I got the job. 
- Okay. 
I got the job. 
- Okay. 
Now, everything will be all right. 
We'll do it. We'll do it. 
- I know. 
We'll do it. 
- We'll do it. 
Yes, yes, yes. 
We shall overcome? 
We shall overcome. 
We shall overcome. 
You suck. 
You suck. Please don't sing. 
We shall overcome. I know, 
Mandira, we will... 
I'm in Santa Fe, New Mexico, 
to meet the President. 
His motorcade has 12 cars... 
...but no one tells me 
which car the President is in. 
Mandira, I don't know why, but I 
keep failing to meet the President. 
But I know I have to meet him. 
I have to tell him about Sam. 




So there you guys are. 
So, how was your day? 
Again Xbox? 
Make place for me, 
make place for me. 
Don't hug me mom. 
- Come here, sweety. 
Don't hug me. 
And how are you sweetheart? - No, 
no don't hug me, don't hug me, no. 
Phone. 
- I know. 
But I'll be back. 
- Why? 
Because you've no choice. 
Hello. Hey Sarah. 
Reese, pass Mrs. Khan the salad. 
Sam, you okay? 
- Yeah, I'm fine. 
Sarah, we are fine. 
I'm fine. 
Rizvan, how is the chicken? 
Do you like it? 
- No, not at all. 
Did I... did I say a joke? 
Yes you did, Rizvan. 
And a very good one indeed. 
- Thank you Mark. 
But the chicken is not good. 
It's a new recipe. I... 
- Don't make it ever again. 
Mark was going to cover the 
war in Afghanistan, Mandira. 
Ammi was right. 
Families are not just made by blood. 
They are made with love too. 
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Sarah, Mark and Reese had 
become a part of our world. 
But I never told them that... 
I should have told them. 
Take care, buddy. 
See you, Reese. 
- Take care, Reese. 
Hey, Reese. 
In chapter five, verse 32 of the 
Quran, Allah has decreed that... 
...the death of one innocent is 
equal to the death of humanity. 
I knew that the death of innocents in 
9/11 would cost the entire humanity. 
Page 34/67 
But I did not know that you 
and I would have to pay... 
...the biggest price, Mandira. 
Why did this happen 
to us, Mandira? Why? 
Reese. Just talk to me man. 
Wait a minute. Why are 
you ignoring me, Reese? 
Lts been so many days since... 
Reese, listen to me. Wait a minute. 
Please listen to me man. 
What's the problem? 
What have I done? 
Reese, just listen to me. 
- Piss off. 
Listen to me. 
Hello. I have got new shoes for you. 
Pele Shoe Stores, 34/99. Try them. 
Not now. 
- Return policy, only fourteen days. 
Try now. 
- Not now. 
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No, no try now, try now. 
I said not now. 
- Okay. 
Okay. 
Return policy, only 
fourteen days. Okay. 
Hey. 
I'm sorry. I shouldn't have yelled. 
- Yes, very loud. 
Very, very loud. Not nice, not nice. 
- Khan. 
Khan, please don't be angry with me. 
I don't have any 
friends apart from you. 
Liar. Liar. 
Reese is your friend. 
He's your friend. 
- Right. 
You're a liar. He's your friend. 
Cool shoes. 
- Thank you. 
Can I try them? 
- No. 
Please. 
- No, please. 
Want to play? 
- No. 
I'll beat you. 
I'll kick your butt. 
- Oh, you'll kick my butt. 
You suck. 
- I suck. 
You suck. 
- No, I think you suck. 
I'll kick your butt. 
- You'll kick my butt. 
Yeah. 
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- Here, catch. 
Okay, here catch. 
Thank you, bye. 
- Bye. 
Hey, Sam. 
Liar. Liar. Bum on fire. 
Mom, I'm off. 
I'm going to school. 
- Good morning. 
Mom, be quick. 
Please mom. Mom I'm getting late. 
Chill out mom. 
- Don't try to be cool. - Why, dude? 
Whatever. I'll be late today, 
I have soccer practise. 
Do you have to play soccer? 
Do you have to cut hair? 
Very clever. 
The apple of my eye! 
Love me till I die! 
Sam. Sam. 
Why is Sam walking so strangely? 
Why are you laughing so strangely? 
You're too cute. 
- No, no. 
You're too cute. 
- No, no, please, please. 
Please, don't hug me. 
- Khan, please. 
No, no. 
- Khan, please. 
No, no, please. Please, don't hug me. 
November 27, 2007. 8:23 am. 
I still remember the day... That's 
the last time I heard you laugh. 
Reese. Reese. 
Reese, you haven't 
  89 
 
 
spoken in eight days now. 
What's up? 
- Just leave me alone. 
What's with you? You 
know I loved your dad. 
Just... don't talk about my dad. 
Come on, Reese, we're best friends. 
Our moms are best friends. 
You know what you people 
are nobody's best friends. 
All you people care is about 
your damn 'Jihad' or whatever. 
What are you talking about man? 
Reese, just listen to me. 
- Just go away. 
No, Reese, you listen... 
- Shut up, and go! - Listen. 
Sameer, I said go away. 
- Listen to me man. 
Just go away. 
Look at those two little brats. 
Hey, ladies, come on 
time out. Come on. 
Didn't you hear him? 
He said "Leave him alone". 
So why don't you go 
home to your mummy. 
Stay out of it. 
- What? 
I said, stay out of it. 
- What did you say? 
You heard me, stay out of it. 
Jim, let him go. 
- What's the matter? 
Don't you care about your dead dad? 
- Yeah, but... 
Is Osama your lover? 
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- Let him go. 
So... dead. 
Stop it guys, you're hurting him. 
Oh, he liked that one. 
What did he just do. 
Let's get him guys. 




Screw you assholes 
- What did you say? 
Screw you. 
Sameer. Come on buddy, get up. 
Sameer. 
Sameer, come on. 
Sameer. Sameer. 
Oh, shit. 
- Come on. 
This didn't happen, okay. 
This didn't happen 
this didn't happen. 
Or else... 
Do you hear me? 
Mrs. Khan. I'm detective Garcia. 
I need to ask you some 
questions about this? 
Later. 
- Let's get him into the ER. 
Is the trauma team ready? 
- Yes, they are... 
Lip discoloration... 
discolouration of the face. 
How is his pulse? 
- Rapid pulse. 
Possible internal bleeding. 
Possible spleen rupture. 
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What's going on? 
- We got to do this fast, you guys. 
He's losing blood. I think 
we got to give him blood. 
We got to do this fast. 
Spleen rupture. 
Spleen rupture. Spleen rupture. 
Spleen rupture. 
Go, go, go. 
Ma'am, you need to stay out. 
Okay, what've we got here, 
what've we got? 
No signs of internal bleeding. 
Give me vitals. 
Heart is throbbing extremely low. 
- Okay. 
Okay, defib now. 
- He's technicardiac. 
Give me the defib. 
- Ready for defib. 
Okay, we're going to shock in 200. 
Ready now. 
Clear. 
One, two, three... clear. 
- Still no pulse. 
Okay go to 300. 
Clear. 
Still no pulse, doctor. 
We lost him. 
Time of death, 8:05 pm. 
Sam. 
Ruptured spleen... spleen. 
It's the only part of 
the human body... 
...the use of which is 
not known to doctors. 
When the capsule 
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containing the spleen is ruptured... 
...a splenectomy is performed, 
and the spleen is removed. 




The splenic... artery is clamped. 
Time of death, 8:05 pm. 
Time of death, 8:05 pm. 
Time of death, 8:05 pm. 
Sam. 
Come back to me. 
Come back to me, baby. 
Come back to me, baby. 
Don't leave me. 
Don't leave me, please. 
Come back to me please. 
Please come back. Please. 
Come back to me, Sam. 
Sam, come back. 
Don't leave me. 
I apologise for the late hour. 
But 48 hours is our best window 
to catch the attackers. - Yeah. 
Now, I've gone through the 
medical examiner's reports. 
The attack on your son 
seems very personal Mrs. Khan. 
It happened at the 
community soccer field. 
Inspector Garcia told us 
that our Sam's death... 
...may have been a racial attack. 
His wounds were proof of that. 
He was a Muslim, so he was killed. 
But I couldn't understand. 
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Being a Muslim is not 




We killed him. 
Mandira... 
We killed him. 
We killed him. 
Mandira... 
Let's go home. 
We killed him. 
It's time for dinner. 
Doctors say that post-traumatic 
disorder causes people... 
...to ignore their health. 
Both of us killed him. - You need 
to take care of your health. 
Just shut up, just shut up. 
Are you listening to 
what I am saying? 
We killed him! 
It's all my fault. 
It's all my fault. 
If I hadn't married you... 
...all this wouldn't have happened. 
I thought you loved me so much. 
Loved Sam so much. 
What difference would it make... 
...if his name is changed? 
What difference would it make... 
...if a 'Khan' was 
added to his name? 
But I was wrong. 
It makes a difference. 
It does make a difference. 
I should never have 
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married a Muslim man! 
If Sam had been a Rathod (Hindu), 
he would have been alive today. 
He was a Khan, so, he died. 
He died because of you. 
Because of your surname! 
I don't understand 
what you are saying. 
I don't understand what you 
are saying. You are not well. 
God. 
I want to die. 
- Oh, no, no, no, no. 
I want to die. 
No, no, no Mandira 
please don't die. 
No, no, please don't die. 
You can't die. 
Please don't die. 
Just leave me alone, please. 
Leave me please. 
I don't even want to see you. 
Whenever I see you... 
...I remember Sam's wounds. 
I can't do this. 
I can't do this anymore. 
I'm leaving you, Khan. 
I'm leaving you! 
Why should you leave? 
The house is yours. I will leave. 
Go right now! This instant! 
Go right now. 
Go! Go! 
Mandira... 
When should I come back? 
When should you be back? 
When should you be back? 
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You know Banville? 
It has a population of 30,000. 
And each one of those 
30,000 people hates you. 
Tell all of them that 
you are not a terrorist. 
Why only them? 
Tell every person in America. 
Can you do that? Can you? 
No, you can't. 
Why don't you tell the 
President of United States then? 
Mr. President, my name is 
Khan and I'm not a terrorist. 
So, he can tell all these people... 
...that my Sam was not the terrorist 
son of a terrorist father. 
He was just a baby. 
My baby. 
When you do that... 
...come back. 
Come back then! 
Mr. President, my name is 
Khan and I'm not a terrorist. 
Mr. President, my name is 
Khan and I'm not a terrorist. 
Mr. President, my name is 
Khan and I'm not a terrorist. 
My name is Khan and 
I'm not a terrorist. 
My name is Khan and 
I'm not a terrorist. 
Not a terrorist. 
Mandira, I felt a stab 
of pain in my chest... 
...when I left you. 
I thought it was chest congestion. 
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But no amount of ginger juice 
could make the pain go away. 
It's still there. 
Bhabhi, whatever you 
said then was said in anger. 
It was Sam's grief 
that made you say it. 
We all know you love him a lot. 
Then why don't you... - There is no 
space for love in my life right now. 
Love will weaken me. 
Hate will help me fight this battle. 
And I have to fight for Sam. 
I can't be Khan's wife right now. 
I'm just a mother 
whose son has been killed. 
I've had a long day, and 
I've sold enough tickets. 
I'll have to call you back, alright. 
For dinner with the 
president is $500 you know. 
That's... that's 500. 
What church are you from? 
- Church? Church? 
This is a Christian's only event. 
But... but it says, it's a fund 
raiser for the draught in Africa. 
For Christians, honey. 
Honey, Honey keep it. 
For those are not 
Christian in Africa. 
Honey. Honey, feed Africa. 
Offer it to him as well? 
Excuse me, would you 
like to have some? 
What's your name? 
- Rizvan Khan. Khan. 
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I'm lmran and this is Sajida. 
Where are you off to? 




You should pray depending upon 
the place and the people around. 
No. No, no. 
Prayer should never depend 
upon the place or the people. 
It should depend only 
on your belief. 
My God, my knee. 
Oh my God, my knee is bleeding. 
I'm sorry, 
but I can't repair your knee. 
But can you at least help me please. 
- Help? 
Oh, yes I can do that. 
Okay, thanks. 
Joel, that better be you. 
Hello. 
You are an angel. 
You've saved my baby. 
He could've been out 
there lying, bleeding. 
Oh, thank you, thank you. 
You little frisky thing, aren't you? 
- Please don't hug me. 
Alright. 
- That's my Mama Jenny. 
Always trying to hug everyone. 
- Mama Jenny, please don't hug me. 
Joel lzale Williams. I told 
you not take that bicycle out. 
Now off to bed with you. 
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- Yes, ma'am. 
You. You Mr. Repair man. 
- Rizvan. 
Rizvan. Oh, you hungry child? 
You want little dinner? 
No, I want lots of dinner. 
First we've got to get 
you out of those clothes. 
You want me to be naked? 
- No, no, no. 
Just get this cleaned up, 
that's all. 
Funny hair Joel and his 
Mama Jenny are good people. 
Mama Jenny is strict 
and a little fat too. 
But I like her. 
Mama Jenny's elder son, James... 
...was killed two 
months ago in the Iraq war. 
But he loved his country. 
Mama Jenny too asked me 
about Sameer. 
Sam has been gone for 179 days... 
...and for the first time, someone 
made a mention of him to me. 
Poor baby. 
Poor baby 
Mama Jenny and Funny Hair Joel live 
in Wilhemina, Tarrow County, Georgia. 
This small town has 204 
people and 754 cows exactly. 
All the people here 
work at the dairy farm. 
And pray at the Church Of Rock. 
Today, there's a memorial service 
for all the soldiers killed in Iraq. 
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Mama Jenny has added Sameer's 
name to the list of martyrs. 
Mama Jenny said by 
remembering and talking about them... 
...we can get closer to them. 
Letters just stopped. 
My mom's never been the same, 
she cries all the time. 
I loved my brother so much, 
and I just want him to know... 
...if he's out there, 
that I miss him. 
He's always... 
I too tried to get closer to Sam. 
Sameer Rathod Khan, my son. 
Weight 56 kilogram, 
blood group O positive. 
Sameer loved Xbox and soccer. 
He loved his soccer shoes so 
much that he would sleep in them. 
That was the only bad habit he had. 
Sam was six years old 
when I married his mother. 
Sameer was a good son. 
He did not mind sharing 
his mom's love with me. 
But I couldn't be 
such a good dad to him. 
Other dads sense their children's 
unsaid needs and fulfil them. 
But I can't sense 
unexpressed feelings. 
So, I couldn't fulfil them. 
But... but, Sam never complained. 
He never complained. 
Sam had one more bad habit. 
He told us only good things. 
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He always hid bad news from us. 
He would never tell me when my 
favorite team Manchester United lost. 
Never. 
Unless we had a bet. 
Then he would tell me. 
Then I would I have to give him 
his mint chocolate-chip ice cream. 
Two scoops. 
Two scoops, always. 
Two scoops. 
On 27th November 2007, 
he was killed. 
He was 13 years, nine 
months and four days old. 
Sameer was not only my son, 
he was my dearest friend. 
Actually, my only friend. 
My... 
My... only best friend. 
I'm sure Allah is happy that 
Sam is with him in heaven. 
I... Mama Jenny, I 
don't know what to say. 
I don't want to say anymore. 








Okay, okay bye. 
God bless you, my son. 
What do you mean 
you're shutting the case? 
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Understand it's been six months. 
Okay, no witnesses, no suspects, 
no evidence. 
There's been no movement 
on this case, Mrs. Khan. 
Look, I really have no choice. 
But you know, maybe... maybe 
there's somebody at school... 
...who will remember something. 
You know, maybe you can go 
door to door, class to class. 
Door to door and homes, 
and something... 
You know I've done that already. 
- But, you know... 
Maybe there's something 
else that you'll find. 
You see these files? 
These are all those 
waiting for justice too. 
Look, I'm sorry, 
Mrs. Khan. I truly am. 
Sometimes there really 
are no answers. - No. 
I don't accept that. 
I do not accept that. 
There has to be an answer. 
And if you can't find it, I will. 
Hi. 
- Hi. 
I'm looking for any lead on 
the boys who killed my son. 
Any information at all. 
My number is there. - Okay. 
I have reached Los Angeles now. 
The President is coming 
visit the college campus here. 
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I have reached 
three days before him... 
...so that I don't miss 
him this time around. 
I am going to pray that 
Allah wills it so too. 
Listen, listen, listen brothers. 
We are digressing. 
I have said it before. 
I have no problem with 
Christians or the Jews. 
In fact, I have no problems 
with our Hindu brothers too. 
I treat a lot of Hindu 
patients in St. Benedict's hospital. 
I get angry only 
when this same grace... 
...is not 
reciprocated towards us Muslims. 
My blood boils... 
...when Israeli Jews 
massacre our Palestinian brothers. 
Or when Hindus in India... 
...cut our women and children 
to pieces with their swords. 
That's when my blood boils. 
Doesn't your blood boil? Answer me. 
Doesn't your blood boil? 
- It does. It does. 
It does. It does. 
So, do something then. Do something! 
I, Dr. Faisal Rehman, 
take an oath that I'm ready. 
Are you people ready? Are you? 
Yes, we are. Yes. Yes, we are. 
Are you people ready? 
Yes, we are. Yes. Yes, we are. 
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Mighty Allah had even asked 
lbrahim to sacrifice his son. 
And without asking a single question, 
lbrahim agreed to sacrifice him. 
It's our turn today. 
It's our duty to let our blood 
flow for the cause of Islam. 
This is what Allah demands! 
This is what Islam demands! 
No, no, no, no. 
No. 
You are lying. 
Wait... Wait... 
Why, brother? 
Don't you believe that the Lord 
had asked for Ismail's sacrifice? 
No, no. 
My Ammi has told me the story. 
Saint lbrahim did not doubt 
the compassion of the Lord. 
No, no, no. No. 
The story is an example of his 
immense strong faith and belief. 
And that's the reason... 
...why despite being incited 
by a stranger repeatedly... 
...Saint lbrahim did not waver 
from his path of righteousness. 
No. 
He didn't listen to the stranger. 
He was sure Allah would never allow 
the blood of his progeny to be shed. 
And he was right. 
The mighty Allah saved 
Ismail's life. 
My Ammi also said, "Rizvan... 
...this story shows that the 
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path of Allah is that of love... 
...not of hatred and war." 
You are lying. 
Dr. Faisal Rehman is a liar. 
- You are lying. 
Look. The meaning of 
the story is clear. 
Dr. Faisal Rehman is a liar. 
- Our brother here speaks the truth. 
Allah's path is that of compassion. 
That's why his loved ones are called 
'blessed by the compassionate! ' 
Dr. Faisal Rehman is a liar. 
Ask him who was that stranger? 
I'm not lying! 
You are lying! 
Our times demand... 
- Ask him... 
The stranger who tried to 
veer lbrahim from his path... 
...was he an infidel? 
How does it matter who he was? 
But Doctor, who was he? 
Listen I can explain everything. 
Brother, tell us who he was. 
Satan! Satan! Satan! 
The world is strange, Mandira. 
The more I try to understand it... 
...the lesser I understand. 
I miss you. 
Hello. 
- Hello. 
Bhai... You? Where are you? 
FBI. Do you have 
a number for the FBI? 
FBI? Why? 
Please. 
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It's our college, 
and they are pushing us around. 
I wonder why they are so excited. 
That too for this President. 
Lousy pods of garlic! 
I love it. 
There are no better cusswords 
than Indian ones. - Really. 
Boys and girls. 
Come on. This is the man 
you waited for hours to see. 
Let's give him a 
warm round of applause. 
I present to you, the man, 
the legend. 
The president of the 
United States of America. 
Alright, yes. 
Alright, come on everybody. 
Let's give this guy a nice 
warm round of applause... 
...for his esteemed support. 
And there he is. 
Alright everybody, alright. 





My name Khan, 
and I'm not a terrorist. 
Mr. President. 
My name Khan, 
and I'm not a terrorist. 
Did he just say terrorist? 
I'm not a terrorist. 
- Terrorist! 
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He says he's a terrorist. 
- I'm not a terrorist. 
Move. 
Don't move. 
I got him. 
Don't move, man. Don't move. 
Keep your hands 
where I can see them. 
My name is Khan, and 
I'm not a terrorist. 
I don't understand. 
He is strange. 
First, he was standing silently. 
Then all of a sudden, 
he was screaming. 
And what was he screaming... 
I'm not a terrorist. 
I'm not a terrorist. Strange. 
There's something more to his story. 
Yes. But why are 
we after this story? 
Listen, Raj. This 
can't be our project. 
I don't want to get into 
this Khan story. I'm scared. 
Scared because he is a Khan? 
If he was a Khanna, 
you wouldn't be, right? 
What do you mean? 
You know what I'm saying, Komal. 
Listen, this is 
going to be my project. 
Are you with me? 
He's been following the 
President for some weeks now. 
And we... frankly can't know 
whether he's a 'Jihadi' or not. 
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I have made a mistake again, 
Mandira. 
And now, the 
President is angry with me. 
He has even told 
the judge about it. 
That's why the judge has 
asked me to be shut away. 
He has also ordered that 
I should meet a psychiatrist. 
He says he will meet me after that. 
I will tell him then 
that I'm not an enemy. 
I'm not evil. 
I am unable to say 
anything now, Mandira. 
I'm very scared. 
His name is Rizvan Khan. 
- Rizvan Khan. - Yes. 
They are not saying 
anything beyond that right now. 
I knew the police wasn't 
going to tell us anything... Now? 
Now what? There are 
other ways of finding out. 
Come on, let's go. 
Guys, you know this is illegal. 
Yes. And you never do 
anything illegal, right? 
Here. Complete 
information on Rizvan Khan. 
House, work address, 
social security number. 
Credit records, salary statement. 
In short, his entire life! 
Wow, dude, Inder you're a rockstar. 
- Yes, thanks. 




- Okay, okay, okay. 
Stay out of jail. 
Yeah, I'll call you back. Bye. 
Yeah, I'm telling you, it's a 
great piece for your paper, okay. 
This man, Rizvan Khan, 
is a simple guy. 
He sells beauty 
products for a living. 
Listen. 
He's no enemy combatant. 
That's what you think. 
I just interviewed an extremist 
in a Kabul prison last year. 
He was just a tailor. 
There's no story here, bud. 
This place is strange, Mandira. 
There are no windows to any room 
and the bathrooms don't have a door. 
And the toilet has a lock. 
My eyes burn and I feel sleepy too. 
At times, it's very hot here. 
At other times, it is very cold. 
I told them I would 
repair their air conditioner... 
...but they won't let me. 
They don't even tell me 
the time so that I can pray. 
That's why every time 
I feel scared... 
I bow and pray. 
Oh, sorry guys, sorry. 
Give me two minutes, okay. 
Look, I've looked over the details. 
I'm not really interested, but... 
...why don't you try 
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Bobby Ahuja, at PBC. 
He might able to 
help you. Okay. Alright. 
But why? Why do you want 
to meet the President? 
Why do you know so 
much about the President? 
Why were you reading 
up on the President? 
Do you know these people? 
AzharMahmood, Omar Khan... 
I think they are angry... 
...because I'm not able to answer 
their questions about the Al Qaeda. 
But I don't know 
anything about them. 
Mandira, I should have 
read up on Al Qaeda before. 
Why? Why were you at 
the Rally? Okay, what? 
It's time for his session with me. 
As ordered by the judge. 
Do you really buy this, "My wife 
told me to meet the President"shit?" 




- Raj, Bobby Ahuja. Please sit. 
I didn't have your number or I would 
have called to tell you that... 
...I can't cover the 
Rizvan Khan story. 
I have a busy schedule. 
I have no time for 
another two months. 
You know otherwise, you know 
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I would've done something. 
But... you know what I mean? 
If you don't mind me asking, sir. 
Was this photograph 
taken before 9/11? 
Yes. Why? 
What's so funny? 
No, it's not funny at all actually. 
They confused a Sikh for a Muslim 
and you changed your entire life. 
And here, they are not even 
treating a Muslim like a human... 
...and you aren't able 
to change your schedule? 
Thank you for your time, sir. 
You have one new message. 
Hi Raj, this is 
Bobby Ahuja from PBC. 
Don't forget to 
watch the news tomorrow. 
My name is Khan, and 
I'm not a terrorist. 
Mr. President. 
Rizvan Khan of Banville 
California was arrested... 
...on June 15th at the 
CLA Presidential Rally. 
He has been accused 
of being a terrorist... 
...and has been jailed 
for the last 15 days. 
Without any evidence. 
And without legal representation. 
And today, we have with us Mr. 
And Mrs.Zakir Khan. 
Family of Rizvan Khan. 
Imran, the Khan from the bus is 
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on PBC. Quick, switch on the TV! 
Very angry and very upset. 
I mean, how can anyone 
call him a terrorist? 
That too without any evidence. 
Tell them how last month 
Bhai called for the FBI. 
Bhai had called last month. 
He wanted the number for the FBI. 
He wanted to report some terrorist 
recruiter called, Dr. Faisal Rehman. 
Yo, how's business, asshole? 
Fuck you. 
I mean we're told to 
report suspicious characters. 
Participate in... protecting 
the country from extremists. 
And then when we do that... 
...we're just put into 
the jail, like my brother. 
Yeah, this is judge Preston, 
can you give me the FBI please? 
The question over here is, not why 
he's trying to meet the President. 
The question is, what's 
wrong in an ordinary citizen... 
...wanting to meet the 
President of his country? 
Or is it just wrong for 
a Muslim man to even try? 
And as Rizvan Khan 
continues to be treated as guilty... 
...until proven innocent, for 
PBC News, my name is Bobby Ahuja. 
And I'm not a terrorist. 
He is right. Zakir Bhai is right. 
We are told to report to the 
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government any information... 
...we have on any terrorist activity. 
And when we do that, 
what happens is before you. 
Why is this being 
asked over and over again? 
"Why does Khan want to 
meet the President?" 
What's the harm if an ordinary 
citizen wants to meet the President? 
What's wrong? 
Or then tell us clearly that 
Muslims don't have right to do so. 
Yes, good afternoon. 
This is Tracy Brennan... 
...Chairperson of the American 
Autistic society in San Francisco. 
Would you put me on to your 
officer in-charge of the... 
...Rizvan Khan case, please? 
This is about the Rizvan Khan case. 
Any information you 
have on Rizvan Khan. 
Look I've been calling all morning. 
I need to know where Rizvan 
Khan has been taken, please. 
Hello, hello. 
My name is Rizvan Khan. 
Khan, from the epiglottis. 
I want to report a man. 
I have to report a man. 
I met him at a downtown mosque. 
I met him at a downtown mosque. 
His name is Dr. Faisal Rehman. 
Faisal Rehman, he works at 
the St. Benedicts Hospital. 
He is a bad man. 
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He is a very bad man. 
Your call helped 
them arrest Dr.Rehman. 
Eight others were arrested with him. 
It's a big catch, Rizvan. 
You are free to go now. 
You are free. 
Hey, watch it. 
Finally, Rizvan Khan's 
innocence has been proved. 
He will be freed in a few moments. 
A small, but increasing group of 
supporters have gathered here today... 
...and have shown no 
signs of leaving. 
Bano, come quickly! Rizvan Khan 
has been released. He's been freed. 
Bare Essentials Mystique, 
Mandira's perfume... 
35 dollars, 99 cents. 
On sale now, at Walmart. 
Hey, you famous or something? 
- On sale now at Walmart. 
You some Guru or something? 
Some crazy lady was just 
here shouting about your... 
...innocence and what not. 
- Crazy lady. Mandira. 
Mandira was here. 
Crazy lady, Mandira was here. 
Where did she go? 
Where did she go? 
Where did she go? 
Where did she go? 
- She went out the back way. 
Mandira. 
Mandira. 




Sorry Mandira, I couldn't meet you... 
...since I haven't 
fulfilled my promise to you yet. 
But somehow Mandira, 
as soon as I saw you... 
...the pain in my chest vanished. 
Where did Rizvan Khan go? 
And why does he want to meet 
the President? No one knows. 
So why he wants to 
meet the President... 
...and what is his message about 
continues to remain a mystery. 
This is Bobby Ahuja, PBC news. 
- Yeah, so... 
Thank you so much for 
this internship, sir. 
We promise not to let you... 
Thank me later... 
First find this Khan... 
His story has moved 
thousands of Muslims. 
I wish I knew where Bhai was, Raj. 
He calls me. 
Yeah. Yeah, next time he 
calls me I'll let you know. 
Yo, Paki loser. 
Hey! My name is Abdul! 
You want a piece of me. 
You show me the finger? 
- Enough, okay buddy. 
Come, I'll show you once 
and for all. - I'm done. 
Come I'll show you! 
What you looking at? 
For a while now I have 
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been fighting with myself. 
I teach you about identity when my 
own has been changed so drastically. 
My hijab is not just 
my religious identity. 
It is a part of my existence. 
It's me. 
Khan stayed in room 22 only. 
You want to stay in the same room? 
Only 25 dollars extra, 
to be a part of history. 
And mind you, my name is Jitesh. 
And I'm not a terrorist. 
Mummy, I want to tell 
you something today. 
Today I'm proud to 
be a computer hacker. 
Ya... I have eaten already. 
At least listen to 
what I'm saying first. 
Hurricane Molly... now 
moving at 125 miles per hour... 
...has severely hit 
the southern coast. 
And the authorities around the 
southern region have been alerted. 
We now go live to Alex, 
who's on location. 
Thank you, Janice. 
Attention all passengers... 
...E- 52 bus to Portland has 
been delayed by 10 minutes. 
Again, E-52 Portland bus 
has a ten minute delay. 
We regret the inconvenience. 
We have a fresh update, 
this just in. 
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We've news that the hurricane 
has hit Wilhemina, Georgia. 
I repeat, Wilhemina, 
Georgia has been hit. 
Full on by hurricane Molly. 
At this point we don't 
have any indication as to... 
Mama Jenny... Mama 
Jenny I have to go to her. 
Raj... Bhai called... You wanted 
to know where he was, didn't you? 
Yes, Zakirbhai? 
He's going to Wilhemina. 
Wilhemina? That's in Georgia, right? 
Ya... Somewhere there. 
What is he doing there? 
He said that he has to 
meet some Mama Jenny there. 
Mandira, there's going to be a 
delay in meeting the President. 
I have come to Wilhemina, Georgia. 
Mama Jenny and Funny 
hair Joel are in trouble. 
There's too much water here, 
Mandira... 
...and I don't think 
Mama Jenny can swim. 
She's a little fat. 
Rizvan. Mama Rizvan. 
Rizvan. What are you doing here? 
Mama Jenny, I'm happy, Funny 
hair Joel and you are not dead. 
I'm happy. 
Thank you for coming, Rizvan. 
But you should not be here. 
- I'm happy, I'm here. 
No, you must go. 
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No, you must go. 
- No, no, no. 
Listen to me. 
- No, no, no. 
You should not be here. 
This one you cannot repair. Now go. 
Mama, Rizvan. 
Oh, God the church is going to fall. 
We're going to die. 
The church is going to fall. 
Hadith says that the Almighty 
does not judge by color or creed... 
...but by actions and deeds. 
If that is the truth... 
...then Rizvan Khan by the 
sheer force of his actions... 
...has elevated the entire 
humanity in the eyes of God. 
Just recently this 
man was arrested... 
...and tortured for being 
an enemy combatant of this country. 
Wonder what the government 
officials would call this... 
...Muslim enemy combatant today? 
As he selflessly tries to save 
the remaining lives in Wilhemina. 
Just a few days ago this 
man was called a terrorist... 
...and tortured mercilessly. 
Today we wait for the response 
of the government officials... 
...as he tirelessly 
strives to save innocent lives. 
If the authorities want 
to find the true enemy... 
...combatant of this country. 
  118 
 
 
Then they would find it in the 
grief and debris of Wilhemina. 
It's a long journey 
to change the world. 
But the first few steps have been 
taken by Rizvan Khan in Wilhemina. 
Isn't it our duty now to 
take this journey forward? 
Raj Burman, Star News. 
Please don't take my 
baby away from me. 
Please don't take my 
baby away from me. 
Mandira, people are suffering 
here and are very helpless. 
I wish I could take 
all of them from here. 
But I don't have the 
physical strength to do that. 
Mama Jenny is right... 
This one... this one I can't repair. 
Now we can only await 
the Lord's merciful eye. 
Mama! Mama! Mama! Mama! 
While several hurricane hit areas... 
...have suffered from 
government inaction. 
One small town in Georgia is 
slowly getting back on its feet. 
This group has brought 
something more valuable than money. 
They brought themselves. 
The US government may 
have forgotten the flood... 
...inflicted area of Wilhemina, 
Georgia... 
...but one man has 
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refused to be indifferent... 
...to the plight of its inhabitants. 
This one man has spared 
no efforts in helping... 
...rehabilitate the 
population of Wilhemina. 
Looking at him as an 
inspiration today... 
...many Americans have 
rushed to Wilhemina... 
...and its neighboring towns to help 
in rebuilding the destroyed towns. 
And all this just 
because of one man... 
...whose name is Rizvan Khan... 
...and who, in his own words, 
is not a 'terrorist'... 
Following the example of Wilhemina... 
...towns are being 
adopted across the country. 
And while our military 
is tied up in Iraq... 
...reconstruction of these towns... 
...has been taken on 
by ordinary Americans. 
And today, as our 
special guest from Wilhemina... 
...we have the man, who 
got the whole ball rolling. 
Mr.Rizvan Khan. 
Oh no, no, no it's Khan. 
- Excuse me. 
Khan. 
- Excuse me. 
Khan. 
- One minute. 
From the epiglottis, ma'am. Khan. 
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I'm sorry, Rizvan. 
Maybe you could tell us why 
you want to meet the president? 
Senator, you need to take a look 
at these campaign accounts. - Later. 
I want to watch this. 
My beautiful wife, Mandira. 
She... she told me to go and 
meet the President of America. 
A long tiring journey, 
Rizvan. What kept you going? 
My son's soccer shoes. 
My son Sam, and his best friend 
Reese, they they love playing soccer. 
I'm sorry Mrs. Khan, 
I didn't know what to do. 
And I was scared. 
And they threatened hurt me. 
And I'm sorry. 
I'm just really, really sorry. 
I'm sorry Mrs... 
- Sorry is not good enough. 
That's just not good enough. 
Thank you for asking 
for leniency for me. 
I didn't do it for you, 
I did it for your mom. 
My mom won't forgive me. 
She will. She's a mom. 
Mandira, this is Sarah. 
Thanks. 
Thank you for Reese. 
And I hope and pray that 
Page 63/67 
Sam's soul rests in peace. 
Mandira, we both know what it 
feels like to lose people we love. 
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I lost my husband to hate. 
Don't lose Rizvan. 
Let go of your anger, just let go. 
I love you son. 
Zakir, Hasina. 
I'm leaving now... Bye, bye. 
Bhai why do you have to 
leave so late at night? 
I've to go now. 
It is three days to the 
Presidential election. 
After that the 
President will change. 
I have to meet him before that. 
Now, I need to meet him now. 
Now, now. 
Leave me! 
You got Dr.Rehman arrested! 
You are an infidel! 
This is your punishment, Khan! 
This is your punishment! 
You have to die! 
Islam will never forgive you! 
Leave me! 
Oh Lord!! 
The United States of 
America has a new President. 
Doctor, he just got up. 
Let me check all his vitals, 
lets go. 
There are only two kinds 
of people in this world. 
He died because of you. 
Because of your surname! 
Leave me alone. 
Go right now! This instant! 
Go now, now. 
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When should I come back, Mandira? 
I... I didn't die, Mandira. 
No, you didn't. 
Can I get a hug, please? 
Please. 
I love you. 
- I know. 
I love you too. 
Today the President elect visits 
flood inflicted Georgia State. 
The question is 
whether Rizvan Khan... 
...who has just been discharged from 
the hospital will get to meet him. 
Khan has refused to go back home 
until he meets the President elect. 
Raj Burman... Star News. 
Khan... let's go home. You 
don't need to do this now. 
No, no, no. 
Why? 
- No, no, no. 
I have to meet the President. 
Ammi had said, "A Khan 
always keeps his word!" 
Folks, we'll make sure 
we do everything we can... 
...to bring Georgia back on its feet. 
Thank you. 
After winning the election... 
...the President elect in 
his first Presidential tour... 
...has announced a 
special relief package... 
...for the flood 
inflicted Georgia State. 
After offering aid to 
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the state of Georgia... 
The President will go to 
New York from here to... 
...participate in the 
United Nations' special summit. 
Back off please, clear the area. 
Please clear the area. 
The President has left. Please. 
That's Rizvan Khan. 
Please back. 
- I want to see the President. 
President's left please. 
Rizvan Khan who has been in the news 
for all his efforts in Wilhemina... 
...is now at the Governor's mansion. 
He has been trying to meet 
the President for a while now. 
It's sad that he won't 
meet the President even today. 
Rizvan Khan's supporters are 
quite dejected at this prospect. 
However it looks like he'll face 
disappointment all over again. 
A disappointed group 
of Khan's supporters... 
...are getting ready to turn back. 
Copy that, Regal is on foot. 
Repeat that please. 
- Regal is on foot. 
Are you Rizvan Khan? 
- Yes, sir. 
Yes. 
- Yes, sir. 
The President wants to meet you. 
Greetings... 
Rizvan Khan, good to 
see you hale and hearty. 
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You're on TV more than me now. 
Mandira. He knows my name. 
You already know my name. 
- Yes, I do. 
Your name is Khan. 
- Yes. 
And you're not a terrorist. 
- Oh no, no I'm not a terrorist. No. 
And... this is my son. 
He... he wasn't a terrorist either. 
My son. - I know. 
You know. 
I'm so sorry for your loss. 
- Okay. 
Yeah, thank you. 
He's sorry. 
All of us share this world 
before brief moment in time. 
And I'm honoured to share 
the time of Rizvan Khan. 
Rizvan has reminded us... 
Sam... 
Our Khan has managed to achieve, 
with his love and humanity... 
...what my hatred 
could never achieve. 
My anger threw us apart... 
...but today his love has 
brought us together in a way... 
...where we remember 
you with renewed hope. 
Now I will never let 
him go anywhere, Sam. 
I will keep this love with me... 
For me... For you... Forever! 
Anything else, Rizvan? 
- Yes. 
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John Marshall, Homeland security, 
San Francisco said to say, "Howdy". 
Howdy? 
- Howdy. 
I tell you what, security has 
any other messages, you call me. 
Good, good can I 
have your number please? 
Thank you Mr. President. 
- Thank you. 
Shall we go home? 
- Yes, let's go home. 
Let's go home. Let's go home. 
Thank you. 
- Goodbye. 
Goodbye 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
